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Different Approaches to Sinicization of
Social Science(s): A Contrast between
Jiang Ting-fu and Xiao Gong-quan

John Hsien-Hsiang Feng’

Abstract

Between 1931 and 1937, Jiang Tingfu (Ting-fu Fuller Tsiang) and Xiao
Gongquan (Kung-chuan Hsiao) took turn to assume the Managing Editor of the
English quarterly, Chinese Social and Political Science Review. Each of them
had quite a different attitude towards its editorship. Jiang actively published book
reviews of newly released historiographies by Chinese authors, in addition to
writing short research articles as well as helping John K. Fairbank publish his first
paper. His intention was to promote internationally the history of modern China on
the basis of Chinese historiographies; he would like very much to simultenuously
stimulate both the Sinicization and internationalization of this field.

In contrast, Xiao’s ultimate concern was to dedicate himself to the study
of the history and writing of Chinese political thought, though he found himself
having had to respond to and to further refute the assertation of “wholesale
Westernization” (Quanpan xihua) current at the time. He seemed to have lacked
the sort of motivation that spurred Jiang to promote his own field overseas. He
appeared passive in the position of the Managing Editor and chosed to confine
himself to the editorship in a conservative sense. The contrast between Jiang’s
activism and Xiao’s passivism shows respectively the perceptible differences in
the road chosen for the Sinicization of social science(s) in 1930s. To a certain
extent, their historical experiences should offer some lessons and inspire
contemporary promoters of the Sinicization of social sciences.

Keywords: Jiang Ting-fu (Ting-fu Fuller Tsiang), Xiao Gong-quan (Kung-chuan
Hsiao), Chinese Social and Political Science Review, Sinicization of social

science

* Ph.D., Faculty of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, University of Cambridge
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The founding of this Association, to my mind, constitutes an important step
in the development of the scientific and intellectual life of China: it means a
closer linking up and affiliation of Chinese thought with scientific activities
abroad, both in Europe and in America; it promises an opportunity for a
consistent and continuous interpretation, in objective and reliable form, of
Chinese political and social experience in the past and the present to the
general intelligence of the world. It also stands for the standardizing of
methods of observation, recording and analysis in China, among the men
interested in political and social action, bringing to bear upon these methods

.. . . . . 14
the rigid criteria of scientific exactness.

TR ) TRE (B BB A GENRIN TR RS - FEE
R - BB RIS - (B T AT - BUEE ) OEIRRIEA S AR
R B o BB SR B S B REE R TR T 00 - BE L - T A
CHL R TP R EAKDUEIE R A - PR R RS T H A e B
7SR BT ARG 36 SR £ S AR ST AR S T L 6 S
B - AHEARER - CAETRRON AR B2 B DR SR R « TR T
BRITBENED - WANFBICEER - T T HREEAT XHEE , WAL
B -

HRE S KBRS B A TDER) 2 AT AR HREE T AL ) 5
TEEE—YIEE ) FOWENEmME - B0 THTEFLZE J B T 2Tl
A EGE - IPYRYEE N Z — i TR 1919F AT (BH) E#/EwC
SUA1933- 1937 MIBE3EE R - © 55— (48 A ZETTE S 18 19 174F K 54 Al
FEREgHRER - RN EHHATEE REERE SR GEER I ALY

14" Reinsch, “The Chinese [Social and] Political Science Association,” Chinese Social and Political

Science Review (VAF ffi #§Review), 1:1 (April 1916), pp. 13-14.

5" Hu Suh (Hu Shih), “Intellectual China in 1919,” Review, 5:4 (December 1919), pp. 345-355;
“The Chinese Social & Political Science Association Officers [D 5 1916 — JA 31 1937],” in C.
D. Henry Ch’en ed., The Chinese Social and Political Science Review, Index to Volumes I-XXIV,
April, 1916-March, 1941 (X 4% (FPEAEERBUESME — 2% —+wH45]4F) ) (Hong
Kong: Lung Men Bookstore, 1967), p. 74.

16 «“Notes and Reports,” Review, 2:4 (December 1917), p. 2.
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FM R R AR o (FEAF) o BITEH 108 (193245A78) > A
5-14 -

William Hung, “Tsiang, Collection of Essential Sources of Chinese Modern Diplomatic History,”
Review, 15:4 (January 1932), pp. 620-622.
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T. F. Tsiang, “Palace Museum — Documents of Sino-Japanese Relations in the Reign of Kwang-
siu, and Wang Yu-sen— China and Japan during the Last Sixty Years, and Wang Nien-wei —
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30 T.F. Tsiang, “Sino-Japanese Diplomatic Relations, 1870-1894,” Review, 17:1 (April 1933), pp.
1-106; Fairbank, “The Legalization of the Opium Trade before the Treaties of 1858,” Review,
17:2 (July 1933), pp. 215-263. H# XX XH X PHEL SR A FEFE  HEAHEFE (&
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Review) 9 f§4% > LB % KT 35 Chinese Social and Political Science Review * Bf (24R) -
J& X %-#TFairbank, Chinabound: A Fifty Year Memoir (New York and London: Harper & Row,
1982), p. 101 -
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3 Fairbank, “The Legalization of the Opium Trade before the Treaties of 1858,” Review, 17:2, p.
222.
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3% Thomas Kearny, “Tsiang Documents: Elipoo, Ke-ying, Pottinger and Kearny and the Most

Favored Nation and Open Door Policy in China in 1842-1844: An American Viewpoint,” Review,
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7k ° Van-sung Phen, “Most Favored Nation Clause in China’s Treaties,” (M.A. thesis, Harvard
University, 1923).

38 T. F. Tsiang, “The Extension of Equal Commercial Privileges to Other Nations than the British
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40" T.F. Tsiang, “A Note in Reply,” Review, 16:1, pp. 105-109.
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(April 1932), pp. 115-118. &34 T3pmFAR LA kit (ZTEX4%) X (FAXE) (£
dbt EF HARAE 0 1970F) -

-108-



B b A R ek A g b B

— > PERE A N EI 5 B R A T

A ATERESIR Ry (B2¥) BT R HNEEMAIRRT - R - T RE
T =AM - FIECON S B B e E % - iR " b Bk R BUA SR A 4
( () ) - BUEBS ARG HARE © oo A AA g ER o B e R
fF T EEE IR AR A E T RIVEAE - L Y 1EZB BRERZERER
BURHIB A MBERE - i KAt T e M - B2 PTER a1~ (R
1) - fRETR —HHE QRIS R 2E - tEE

REERE oo fuml]  HEFEgT 7  BAYHE MG REE S

TRA@m R o AP e o ERBAH o BB REE
FHX—RAEERER P "853, FEHFCEHERFT—ER4w
T BETREBRE LSRR - BRI MERIRE - LR ARG

FHEBRSTTEFULE - BREFLFATE "TXHEREL AL, @25
bt T e > BER L P

A ERH il 3t I A 4138 (0w LU B9 SRR AN HAR AR E RO - IR e
rnEHIFEE - DEEPARME B HE - #OHSITHRE -

AR (Bag) sEBTHA (PREERBIEES ) HAREEREEER
el o Al AT ERRIE (S = TIRYRE AN A o Ry PR A il Fs IR fth B R A TR e 2
MINE RN FESOEEEARARMETHENEEEZE - M #AZBEAGHET
T BF R EN S —ERH# - 20304 - PRl & K BUAEFHIKR B R
FREFEILAIMAIERE 2 - A EEE SHMm L KRR R FlNS ~ GAERG hRE
BRIt DI i A 2R REERS (Roger S. Greene ) 25 o AN FAM
TR R ESCER B MEE (2%R) RITRENTEERR - EEREMELE
SN Bl & R BGEE & H ARG E 2 2 O8RS o B PR —EA SRR
B o FMEEF n] DATE it & BEEE R LY A R B E R IREITRE - 1FIGER ¢

RigmA PR KE - BF & BLEF > B TREFHAN

MOSENHE - (BIERAESR) 0 H103-104 ¢

W
BOEAHE - (PISRAEE) 0 B103-104 °

-109-



L EEAEF) B 44

BIMABENKEE BHEE REE X E - BAEHETABEEK
B (2) AR TREHPROKXEEBEXF ZmETH AT AR - L
REAETR KM AT ELE > REREFRRRM

MIREERBKER TEHFEBREER - Myl L (BUAZ T )

(Political Pluralism: A Study in Contemporary Political Theory ) HR&Z iE<H
o MRS P S B R T A R - REI o MO S BT TP
PR BRI R AR o DL EAF RS [ 2 BHEE - MR EREEHEEIRE R
it &R LB AT AN Z — - BFIREME (B#H) PTHREIAME
o e Y A/ FE B DARR B 7 T ) Bk Ry ZE R Y R B AR SR 5 B BRI S TR R
ARSI R B St avmss - () 205 FHEB) b BT A SR i 72 FR Bl B
BALRYEE S - B ERME SR FRL & B2 p B LR 55— AL HEE) &/ N
HOMMLE - HH BB 2 508 (7 98 33 T RE S #E 48 HE 8 R Bl (L ik & BHEE &
[ EIPR - AR E R AN EE -

SR FEAMHEE Y (BH) WER > MR & RN - B R
HERTHIRE TIF - FEMBERITREIE - PIBR RS (R ST
2REERF o IR IALEFAIDHE (Sverre Holth) H IR FHIEIE - BHEI (GRIL(TE
T SHERE - TEESK, ([T TRT ) N-EOREmK - * B
—R G EmER A (H. R. Williamson ) HYEZGHH4E - A ML E SRS
EFE Y EFRIEHEAR - HREESERK > Bl (28) EE - aE

O gesEmk o (PREAERRYATR) o (FEMEBE) > F1E - HI1S8 o (FFEmiEE) M
* (Baskawm) RXFey T8, 5 (Bastm) - H299 Al

o lde o (S S L) HFEREIIN TR E ¥ ) (Modern Greats) © %% 09 R AL E
Rafosp R AE LA - Bl ERA - w RS GEMESRR) - H20-12 4242

4 Kung-chuan Hsiao, “Sverre Holth—Micius: A Brief Outline of His Life and Ideas,” Review, 20:1
(April 1936), pp. 157-159; (FPuAbE3% " Hitfsts ,  TER G MygEF T2
T REERN CGEEER) - FUER3M (19365F7A) A hME > (ZEX
$) - A335-335 (@EXE) RALHFIEF 1M -

4 K. C. Hsiao, “H. R. Williamson—Wang An Shih: A Chinese Statesman and Educationalist of the
Sung Dynasty,” Review, 20:3 (October 1936), pp. 444-446; {FRELEF "E%H , ) RE
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