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The Transformation of the
Kuomintang’s L.eadership System in
the Reorganization Period, 1923-1924

Liang-ching Wang~

Abstract

The reorganization of the Kuomintang (KMT) in 1924 for a stratified power
structure giving the privileges to both Sun Yat-sen and the Central Executive
Committee was the very major transformation of the Party’s internal leadership
system. This study shows the decision by the Party’s First National Congress to
bestow special rights on Sun Yat-sen in its discussion of the drafting of the Party’s
Constitution, which was an effort by both the right-wing and the left-wing to seek
a mutual balance of power by using Sun Yat-sen as the pivot. Also, this study
develops an interactive approach to examine the relationship between the President
and the Central Executive Committee. This approach helps us to understand the
shift in the leadership system during the KMT’s reorganization, which subsequently
formed the basic component of the political dynamics in Guangzhou, and
contributed to a deeper comprehension of the KMT’s politics in the post-Sun era.

Keywords: Kuomintang, alliance with Soviet Russia and the Chinese Communists,

reorganization, Sun Yat-sen, Mikhail Borodin
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