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Taiwan Land Bank’s Public Property
Substitute Management Department
and the Management of Public
Property After World War I1
(1952-1960)

Feng-chiao Ho

Abstract

After World War II, the Nationalist Government in Taiwan took over public
and private industries that the departing Japanese colonial government had ever
possessed. Before Taiwan Land Bank’s public property substitute management
Department, there were authorities both at provincial and city and county levels to
take charge of the Japanese properties. Owing to the hurried Japanese evacuation
at the end of the War, the properties affected could not have been accounted for
in a proper and precise manner by the Nationalist government as it was also in
a haste to take over. As there was lacking both in working staff and money, the
government could not have checked the properties being taken over. It was not until
the establishment of Taiwan Land Bank’s Public Property Substitute Management
Department on the 1st 1952 that was there a fully competent authority to make
a clear account of these Japanese colonial properties. As for the yet unchecked
properties that have been found located in counties, the county governments would
still have the duty of their management.

During the period under consideration, the method adopted by Taiwan Land
Bank’s Public Property Substitute Management Department was to make clear

every owner of property involved by careful checking and surveying, and with its

* Senior Researcher, Academia Historica
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formal registration. It was only after the public properties have been registered that
the government could have made the decision whether to sale or to lease them.
Either a sale or a lease would benefit the finance situation of the government greatly

Keywords: Nationalist government, Substitute management department of public
property of Taiwan Land Bank, National finance, National Property

Bureau of Ministry of Finance, Management of public property
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