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A Study of Politicization in the Chinese
Labor Movement: The 1925 February
Strike in Shanghai

Anna Eto’

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to explore the nature of “politicization” of the
Chinese workers in the 1920s by identifying the degree of spontaneity and passivity
of workers who participated in the February Strike, one in a wave of strikes that
hit Japanese-owned spinning factories in Shanghai from February 9 to March
2, 1925. The February Strike began as foremen who, having been laid off by
factories, turned to radical actions, including attacking factories. Revolutionary
party members then mobilized unemployed foremen, giving their radical activities
political legitimacy with revolutionary discourse. Almost entirely under the control
of foremen, unemployed workers used threats and violence towards other workers
to get them to support the strike. One interesting exception to this pattern was the
case of Gongda, a Japanese-owned cotton mill. Faced with the February Strike
actions, the workers of Gongda successfully organized a self-defense corps, and
resisted outside mobilization. There must have been a complicated variety of
reasons, but it is notable that the Gongda factory established an Ishisotsfiinkai
(communication committee) with its workers.

In general terms, there are two contradictory images of “politicization.” The
first image is politicization with discussion and freedom of expression. In this
kind of politicization, we can identify a movement toward democracy. In contrast,
the second image is extremely negative, showing politicization which excludes
discussion and freedom of expression. In such politicization, the tendency toward

* Part-time Lecturer at Faculty of Global and Inter-cultural Studies of Ferris University and at
Faculty of Human Sciences of Tokiwa University
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dictatorship becomes strengthened. Both images can be found in previous studies,
but there are few scholars who try to connect these two “politicizations.” My
suggestion in this paper is that we need to start from a more neutral assumption,
with a view to preventing our thinking from being limited by revolutionary
discourse or possessed with Yuminguan (i.e. the view that regards the people as
being ignorant masses)---that is to say, we had better see the strikes as a movement
initially having two potential outcomes.

A balanced analysis of the February Strike indicates a tendency towards
dictatorship, because the strikers generally lacked the ability to engage in
discussion or to have a sense of public spirit. Nevertheless, from the case of
Gongda, we can see there were also workers who resisted outside mobilization.
They had a kind of communication platform, from which they found a degree of
freedom of expression. This indicates that the February Strike also did include a

possibility of democratization.

Keywords: February Strike, politicization, the possibility of discussion, violence,

Da chang (attack on factories)

-73-



L EEAEF] B 40

-74-



19254 g _HEET :
werh g T L T BR1k ) &5

0

.3

ik

N

\

N2

A} FJ]

el

o

A EEREPEE 1925 Eig —HEELT (2 H9HE3 H2 H) MHEER -
M B S E AR T2 B By E B MR B B T o B A B B LLE - R ATt T GE By
"BUA ) BITEE - R I DIRRERE 5 HBEN T ES R ZREAEH
Tt EE) - THEREAE R A NE AR BB/ NN HEEL  BHEEL FHAALE T
FUECERTh - HBE LR — RO A @it ) AURE

aam " BUA L, (politicization ) K HIAME S " #EE{k ; (radicalism) HJ
R - MM ERES S A REEA TR S - —E0R - " BUA1(k
& N M AIAH A RE 2 B AR T BOG Bit & I RE T R 8 2 B BUaTE BRI 52 - 518
"EOARL ) FEBEERRD > MEMRE2INERBHEHEESHW IE K2

ORI AR RF2013553A T F B B AR R I KRR E 2 BUS KB R R AT
RAETIEY | - X BMRMRIEGAERRTRH  AARBEIBERXREREFR
FiBh 3 3% 40 5 B M AR B R VR - AU AR dR Y  EXRERCE
TR T RIRHEGZTRN M R R EETE— S RILTEZHEEARXEEW
B# oo gbdh o EHFREFFIN T RARTANRLHA RIS HAIZNIEE - RXARFE_LE
LEBEARBFSTROTA 5B H -

WA B HR 0 2013410 A58 5 @@F| A B 1 20134F12A58 -

AR BRAERKREEFEH A (L) 1 Ferrisk B XK LB B EIRRIEHTF R

(i PN PNESE P o 4]

-75-



B & fEsEFl B 40 HA

ALARR > EM T BUAML ) HENEEEERRELE - #ElRE T LIREL " H
Hho o BEHE TBUAL ) HIEFEMmIE G o R IR R T B R R BCs
FTFIA YIRS - ALLZBIBUAM AR - Wi fs 2554 Bt & - fisPask
TESME -

AOfrTERAE TEIAL o BORRANMAIEHE T Bos it ) BOAE o fEIREIELEE]
B v 5 B R SR SE B 5 o B B radicalism » A DA B FE R 2 e WpoliticizationH iz
e RIEEFDE SR A SEBUARIREE o FLAN - £ FE 5 22 % Jean Chesneaux Il
F#political struggle %578 » BB L F L EM (Elizabeth Perry ) Frf FHHY
radicalism#& 2 —HEE - ° ;5 Tl MARYMEEASY  WEHEEES
"R BNAINRERE - HERRAG A EHEE - RBEEAIER T - K&
EEBAEREANEHE  #HEHSE -

AR E AR aahas e tE R EERRE - # s KRN —
Mo BEOR—H M E e R E RS RN - EEash s R th TR A T AR T E)
M- AR EEEE NS N E N E IR -

B AR+ B s B B A S B AR B R E - HE R
e By T BRI BEARR TEOAL . o Ak SHEE > 25 B

U RTT AR B LEPTR T RAACHAXBH KT ETY > REREHE " A% | MAWMBED
oy TEUsAL ) e T o

2 tbde o BARMEEEH S GERAEIEEANTIE RIS E > A B R4 0 B Ry EEA
HECLWE £ T3 R ) > RECHEBEMMBESERH AT EERE - 5838
B R — R RATHEF " ABBUER ) AERSH B R TORA - 5 G
(BueF~0#EER) (RT :HHAALHIE > 20124 ) > H38-5153

3 Jean Chesneaux, The Chinese Labor Movement 1919-1927 (Stanford: Stanford University Press,
1968); Elizabeth J. Perry, Shanghai on Strike: The Politics of Chinese Labor (Stanford: Stanford
University Press, 1993).
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