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India-China Disputes and the
Development of Taiwan-India
Relations, 1961-1966

. *
Wen-shuo Liao

Abstract

This paper examines the Republic of China (ROC)’s exploratory contact with
India during a period of wavering in India’s policy toward the People’s Republic
of China (PRC), from 1961 to 1966, around the time of Jawaharlal Nehru’s death.
The objectives of the ROC’s pursuit of improving relations with India were, firstly,
to contain the PRC in ROC’s planned counterattack on the mainland, allowing
infiltrations by the ROC forces behind enemy lines along the Indian-Chinese border.
Secondly, the new relationship would strengthen the ROC’s diplomatic situation,
attracting non-aligned countries to join the anti-communist camp, and ensure ROC’s
Chinese representation in the United Nations and its regime legitimacy. ROC-India
rapprochement encountered obstructions from the Soviet Union and the Chinese
Communist Party from the very beginning, and the United States was unwilling
to intervene. In order to compete with the PRC, the ROC highlighted its shared
interest with India in military intelligence cooperation. However, the basic positions
of the two countries were vastly different, and their mutual interests limited, making
it difficult for their relationship to develop. The process of rapprochement was
therefore tortuous and not fruitful. Drawing on declassified government documents
in Chinese and English, this paper aims to probe the complex factors and structural
issues involved in this diplomatic endeavor at a critical moment in major power
relations and strategic reorganization in South Asia. Its findings shed new light on
the history of Taiwan-India relations and on Cold War in Asia.

Researcher, Academia Historica
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all-pervasive socialism” (19 February, 2022), The Print, accessed March 21, 2023, https://
theprint.in/opinion/minoo-masani-is-indias-forgotten-liberal-who-went-against-nehrus-all-
pervasive-socialism/836948.
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33 “Draft Minutes”(September 10, 1963), in Edward C. Keefer and others eds., Foreign Relations
of the United States, 1961—1963, Volume XXII, Northeast Asia (Washington, DC: United States
Government Printing Office, 1996), pp. 383-385.
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