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The Road to Authority: Hsiung Shih-hui
and His Cadre Group in Kiangsi
Province, 1932-1942

I-cheng Yu®

Abstract

Using his political skills and keen insight, Hsiung Shih-hui successfully build
political connections and took the position as Chiang Kai-Shek’s staff officer during
the Northern Expedition. He gradually gained trust from Chiang and became a
rising star in Kuomintang politics. During his long tenure as the Chairman of
Kiangsi Province (1932-1942), Hsiung was faced with a complicated political-
military environment. He managed the campaign against the Commuists, adjusted
the relationship between the local government and the KMT party branch, nurtured
his own cadre group, and ultimately consolidated his authority in the province. In
these delicate political maneuverings, Hsiung’s ascendance allows us to examine
the unusual functioning of local power and command systems that was key to an
understanding of Kuomintang China.

Although political connections were critical in one’s career in the Nationalist
Government, and Hsiung himself was benefited from such connections in obtaining
key offices, he never organized his cadre group in Jiangxi into a personal following.
He served Chiang Kai-shek as an individual rather than the leader of a faction. His
political character and loyalty to Chiang determined this choice, which gave him a

special place in Kuomintang history.

Keywords :Hsiung Shih-hui, Kiangsi Province, party-government relations,

Political Study Clique, political connections
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