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The Butterfly Effects of the
United States Intervention in the
Ch’en Chu Case

Yao-tsung Su”

Abstract

During the years of White Terror in Taiwan, political prisoners were often
jailed for many years or even put to death regardless of any evidence of crime
found. Following Chiang Ching-kuo’s accession to presidency on May 20, 1978,
in order to intimidate the opposition, the Kuomintang (KMT) government arrested
Ch’en Chu on June 23 with similar expectations.

However, the Carter administration of the United States was advocating a
human rights foreign policy at the time. After Ch’en’s metor Kuo Yu-hsin appealed
to the United States Congress for help, the U.S. State Department instructed
its embassy in Taipei to intervene in the Ch’en Chu case. The purpose of this
intervention was not to provide ‘diplomatic asylum’ or ‘temporary refuge’ for
Ch’en but to protect her human rights. The case was obviously a human rights
violation. Based on of the documents confiscated from Ch’en, it was difficult
for the KMT government to charge her either as a communist spy or as a Taiwan
separatist. However, if the government failed to convict her of a crime, their
political prestige would have been severely damaged with grave consequences. In
the end, under the pressure of the State Department, Chiang Ching-kuo considered
diplomatic relations with the United States as more important than any other
consideration. Ch’en was thus released. To excuse such an unusual move, the
government provided Ch’en with an “education tour” of Kinmen Island and various
sites of government construction projects.

The release of Ch’en Chu caused a chain of unexpected effects on Taiwan’s
politics. First, it encouraged the opposition, known as Tangwai, to unite in its
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challenge to the dictatorial authority of the KMT and established the Formosa
Magazine. The magazine then organized a mass rally named ‘Human Rights Night’
on Dec. 10, 1979, which led to severe conflicts with the police. The Formosa
Magazine Incident, also called Kaohsiung Incident, resulted in the arrest of
Tangwai leaders by the KMT government. The arrests attracted extensive attention
from domestic and international intellectuals and politicians and again from the
U.S. government. Having no choice, the KMT government opened the trial to
public and allow the press to report on the court proceedings in detail. These
reports in turn raised concerns about political issues among the people in Taiwan,
and the rupture of the KMT authority further increased. All of these forced the
KMT government to initiate political reforms and abolish martial law. Finally,
Taiwan moved onto the path of democratization.

This paper is a study of the U.S. intervention in the Ch’en Chu case under
human rights foreign policy and its unforeseen long-term consequences in Taiwan.

Keywords: Chiang Ching-kuo, Ch’en Chu, White Terror, Formosa Magazine Incident,
Kaohsiung Incident, Tangwai
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HiE RN REMERR A HINE S RREREEAZERRMA - ERLEEET
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2 B) - 4#%%E © 0067/W2E0817CC/1/0001/virtual001/0121 °
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& (23) HEMBAE T - NEERERZE S BIBEENHERE
BRFIG R EIAESTATEL61511F5 7~ » FAMESRZE N REAG T T BURIE#E | - H2#HEE
e

1. XAHFAM227-229 » Z& R G MARE REBRRIEE R - 2R
FERAEFTL Ty B6 w#E (diplomatic asylum) - 2 #7#» — 4%
&ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ#@%gﬁ%%k Al 4 T EE Y 3R (temporary
refuge) - rﬁi/u/‘buJ g1 TEERFEEIE ) W M6 2 E A 0 HEiTEE
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2. i AE KRS T "BsmHE ) R THFBRE, FTLTA
EBRBFHBR  RIERABHRERL - B - AR MH LS T A
B BT RIRAF R REBRRILEL T AL E
T TEER KRB RAEEAIEZ L P M B F KiE—
T e

3. K AR RAE TR R I AR M B AR HIE R A AR

%5 American Embassy in Taipei to Secretary of State Vance, June 23, 1978, Subject: Ch’en Chu,
AAD, Doc No. 1978TAIPEI03972.
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Service ) ° TERMAEEBHM » AEMBAME T » HEHILE L
LEBR B WEMBELRET) o b KEELRRERYY LS
AR FERBEITITHA " EEAFEE, —F o

4 RiEfE bR Z R P ZHFHFRER T ERAYBE R Y 2B BUT
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BB SCRPAMETE H > BRIERFIRIG UL - 3 Al SE B BURF N G #e {(7] A\ BTG JFe 8 Bt
B MRAERBEANFTS TRRBN ) 28F > WREBEBUFILRE S EHET

% gSecretary of State Vance to American Embassy in Taipei, June 24, 1978, Subject: Ch’en Chu,
AAD, Doc No. 1978STATE161511. #5 @ % NE AR — M ed M F > RS RZZ ST
RIEBE B BAFHOAEL » T FAREREX  AmIH AR —Fd T Thik
—AL -
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SN NERNTAEF - BHME " 19765 B B2 2 1 BO AN sl g8 HH T ek 2
HREESEIN T T AR s b % L — i R A RE A G 5 2 AH B R 5 B A A R A A
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RARE ) (E RN BRI EERE - AT BE T 2B A EINZEGR - fEE SR T @ 5
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TAIPEI0397 83 75 B 745 5 ik 2 % Fli Ao Je B2 2R BITE By » AR -

2T (#sbigmpdi AAE Y (Foreign Aid and Human Rights 1976) - # A Melvin I. Urofsk4s °
(EFB R EXALE) (Basic Readings In U.S. Democracy) ° %8% - 4 X494k  https:/
web-archive-2017.ait.org.tw/infousa/zhtw/PUBS/BasicReadings/54.htm (2021/11/138: 8 ) -
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28 American Embassy in Taipei to Secretary of State Vance, June 24, 1978, Subject: Arrest of Ch’en
Chu, Central Foreign Policy Files, AAD, Doc No. 1978 TAIPEI03978.
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2 Ty £a %, (197846H248) » (BR¥E) - (4hx3) - 4% : A303000000B/
0067/409/0222/0001/virtual001/0249-0251 -

0 Ty tamsE , (197846H248) » (BR¥E) - (ShxF) - 4%k : A303000000B/
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HIEE - HRFEATE ¢
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BERE (AEBRTUME) r AXRIGETE  KIEARLEHOCL
AMEFEXERGKFTRE (LEAITSZHIKRDIHIIHRG BRT
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FH S ERAMORLERA ETMEHERAMN -

QLA ENVASELEKBEFEE N ERE X FNERMEIRIST
o BHEATEFERAR  wRRYFETEFH - KEETRELREA
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S ESEGHIIRTA TERREE MRS EEF L G KT 7
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By o Cr PERBEBIEGGHRE TREZE | FEAERY - D+ KR
FEGHUT A8 FZBHAMRY T HE (HE: LA Lr
HERRF  RBERSOCHEE) -

4. LA RKABATAG L) FALZRBRT T 9 RIF - 3FHR  $ 5
TFTENFEHERF  WITREAFHFLLF AR ERZFTRR
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R AR CEEFHRREER o X EHdedT o TIAE L TRE

32 secretary of State Vance to American Embassy in Taipei, June 24, 1978, Subject: Arrest of Ch’en
Chu, AAD, Doc No. 1978STATE161637.
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WRALHKF  REERTAFHFHEEG - LR WRRIBARETRL
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FEIR L HRIC » CA Bk B4 R A 13T o
5.73F% ¢ RSB ERMOMEMM AL MY LR - R THEM
Joo BHEMG T BRRARRZI S ERMNAELETRE R
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HRHMGEZGERG ) ER - SRS T RERARERNRE DAL S
BXGES  METEREE RNV -
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B FLSE FFSTATEL61637EETAIPEIO4010f £ AT - SN2 R A6 H 26
H 28 bR s B iR AR S0 AR A 2 VR - ErR R - T () e HREZ IR IE S
HEENEE T TR R RERBUE R ERBEHZ ARESE - (Z4) MiEHE%E
REERFH] R B EERE - EREN - LHE2EE H T RE ARSI
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IS RE , me o >
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33 American Embassy in Taipei to Secretary of State Vance, June 26, 1978, Subject: Ch’en Chu,

AAD, Doc No. 1978 TAIPEI04010.

¥ OTsh xRk EAKARE, (1978F6H278 ) ~ [ 3 E 4 8 A3 3 4
% ; (197846AH27H) » "HRXHFKEBLHKAITHERER®E , (1978456 A4
278 ) > (BRBFE) > (X)) > 43 A303000000B/0067/409/0222/0001/
virtual001/0166-0171 + A303000000B/0067/409/0222/0001/virtual001/0183-0187 -
A303000000B/0067/409/0222/0001/virtual001/0237-0244 -

% «“Questions Concerning Miss Ch’en Chu,” {BR#HZ) - (4 &) - ¥ :
A303000000B/0067/409/0222/0001/virtual001/0011-0012 -
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A o FHRFEXDER > FERIAKMEBLFBTRORDE
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KAEBEARE T DI EE -

4. %45 0 © R RAEAE AR o BAFE G ZIE L Sfe PR (Maryknoll’s
Justice & Peace Office) * A IHF|E LA — 18 X3 > (LA 49N

¥ TERFHMBIEERL, 0 (RE (FLHEE) ) 0 %545 (B%A) - #3%k 0067/
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39

40

Secretary of State Vance to American Embassy in Taipei, June 30, 1978, Subject: MOFA
Response re Ch’en Chu, AAD, Doc No. 1978STATE166765.
HAE eI Az Maryknoll (FBLEFL) P Az L HF L@ EEEK -
19184F-IHA 5@ &Ik 5 —dAF £ 2 P B R R SR Z A F AR - (2194945 F
FAREMBE R LG EAEERAGAGC AL B IR ALEZEAET  ATHEEZEN -
19504F10 A #3E o sk s & P B4R » 1951401 A RAEIH A3 @ 5 A 2 (William F.
Kupfer) & &1EE 4% » 1962 F4ARA MM 2T BEXEL EHKE - 2 FTEABRREREZIRK
o PPl IBAREERAL AT - £ (BAHZE (Maryknoll) sh7 & #e) - kA T4
XA : https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/3H #1385 o 7 4& 20 € (2022/2/225 5 ) - T HA 36
ERMAe-FRE o RIBFAZE M o2 FEFHF (Maryknoll Office for Global Concern) T #4
— B E > AIFMLI9704F K » B SR &Iy Fo T HAAE KA o 4P 2Jim Sinnott ¥ F
S R AR B hsEEIR 3% o £ A “Our mission,” Maryknoll Office for Global
Concern, https://maryknollogc.org/our-mission. Accessed February 6, 2022. £ 77 £ B /£ &
S EEJF T AM# (David Dean) &9 &4kUnofficial Diplomacy: The American Institute
in Taiwan: A Memoir (Indiana: Xlibris, LLC, 2014), p. 154 35 it » kE & X £ 4354
N BERARREEAMG L EERAGHBAEHORFESY > B3] FHERH
BERMIINEZLE - BERBRREINELENREREMABTH L HBHAE G
A 5L (James Nieckarz) -~ #tAR &A4F 2 (J. Donald McGinnis) £ RAb 2 (James
Collignon) -~ w2415 % (Nadine Tierney) - B 3b% M # &% k€ (Columbans)
oy B #4520 (Neil Magill) - A BB 7> B 1 F AR 8k € 64 & &% %4 5 (Jose Ellacuria)
4 o 4 RUnited States. Congress. House. Committee on Foreign Affairs. Subcommittee on
Asian and Pacific Affairs, Taiwan : the Upcoming National Assembly Elections (Hearing before
the Subcommittee on Asian and Pacific Affairs of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, House of
Representatives, One Hundred Second Congress, First Session, September 24, 1991, Washington,
D. C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1992), p. 79. & Xk A3 EF £ - 494k : https://
books.google.com.tw/books?id=29HPQ8kr324C&printsec=frontcover&hl=zh-TW&source=ghs_
ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false (2022/2/2258]) -
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BREHKTT S XAELRIfFEE G (ROffice) 2R - 28 (EEANK) » A
FRBREHEEMTFREE ) : http://www.hkjp.org/about/?id=1 (2022/2/72:8 ) - {2%&
HUEREHREHMERR L ARAALGERZRGRZ - S (GREBREH®)
PN T REHRSGHEWE ZHM , : https://www.catholic.org.tw/social%20development.html
(2022/2/72578) -
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68 American Embassy in Taipei to Secretary of State Vance, Aug. 11, 1978, Subject: The Continuing

Saga of Ch’en Chu, Central Foreign Policy Files, AAD, Doc No. 1978TAIPEI05337.
69 Secretary of State Vance to American Embassy in Taipei, Aug. 17, 1978, Subject: EA, ROC
Weekly Status Report, Central Foreign Policy Files, AAD, Doc No. 1978STATE209837.
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