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On Xiong Shili’s Essentials in Reading
Classics (Dujing Shiyao) and the
Controversy about Confucian Classics
Education in the 1930s

Min-ru Hsiao®

Abstract

In early Republican period, the push for modernization led to changes in
China’s academic disciplines. The construction of a new Chinese academic
universe at the time was closely connected to the collapse of the knowledge
tradition built on Confucian Classics. Whether or how to secure a place for
Confucian Classics education in the new universe became a key issue. In the
1930s, a variety of opinions and arguments on Confucian Classics education
have been offered by education specialists, prominent scholars and philosophers.
Xiong Shili(1885-1968)’s propositions on Confucian Classics were formulated
amidst this controversy about Confucian Classics education. As founder of the
New-Confucianist thought in the twentieth century, Xiong argued for a modern
identity of Confucian Classics. His views reflected the cultural and intellectual
transformation of traditional Chinese intelligentsia during the 1930s and 1940s.

This article focuses on Xiong Shili’s seminal work, Essentials in Reading
Classics (Dujing Shiyao). It first provides a historical overview of the intellectual
and cultural transition from late imperial to early Republican China, and then
explores the development of modern Chinese academic disciplines in the 1930s
by analyzing Xiong’s thought of Confucian Classics as is presented in his book.

* Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature, National Chi Nan University
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It further relates his arguments to the contemporaneous debate of “promoting
Confucian Classics education” vs. “abolishing Confucian Classics education.”

Keywords: Modern Academic Disciplines, Xiong Shili, the Controversy about Confucian
Classics Education, the Thought of Confucian Classics
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