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Did a Major Enterprise Swallow Up Small
Businesses? The Controversy over the Joint
Venture of Shanghai’s Shin Wen Pao in
Suzhou

Yu-ya Kao"

Abstract

Shin Wen Pao (1893-1949) of Shanghai was the most respected newspaper in
regards to economic news in modern China. However, its growth was challenged after
it reaching the peak of distributing 150,000 copies daily. This challenge came from the
decision of changing the rate of publication from once at every three days to daily by
several smaller newspapers such as Li Pao and the famous Dagong Pao of Tianjin
entering the market of Shanghai.

In order to reverse this situation, Shin-Wen Pao decided to move into neighboring
markets such as cities in Zhejiang and Jiangsu provinces, by publishing its own
Hangzhou specials, Jinghulu town’s articles, and by an attempt to make joint ventures
with Suminxinwen of Suzhou, Changzhouxinwen of Wujin, Zao Pao of Suzhou, and
Xiaozhao Pao of Suzhou to get more readers. In response to this expansion, other local
newspapers published articles with titles such as “Major enterprises trying to swallow
up small businesses” with a view to attacking Shin Wen Pao for its bringing along an
enormous capital from Shanghai.

The smaller newspapers knew that the KMT was trying to control the media in
Shanghai and to tighten its grip and enforcement of its absolute control over China.
Therefore, the local newspapers asked the KMT Central Propaganda Agency to step in
and break up several expansion attempts from Shin Wen Pao.

The joint venture of Shin Wen Pao and Zao Pao of Suzhou during March and
April of 1936 was an example of such disputes and could be used as an example for a

study like the present one. This essay attempts to sketch the reason, method and
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process of Shin Wen Pao’s expansion from Shanghai into other cities by using primary
documents from the news archives of Shanghai such as letters between Shanghai Shin
Wen Pao division, Suzhou subdivision, and Nanjing subdivision, documents from Zao
Pao of Suzhou, memos to the KMT Central Propaganda Agency and Nanjingzi Pao,
and local newspaper from Suzhou.

Keywords: Shin Wen Pao, Suzhou news industry, Joint Venture
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