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Politics, Ethnic Groups and Trade:
The Appearance of Maritime
Commercial Communities in
Eighteenth-Century Taiwan

Yu-ju Lin’

Abstract

The jiao was a very active form of merchant community in East Asian trade
from the eighteenth to twentieth centuries, but apart from historians of Taiwan,
scholars have paid little attention to it. There are also many different opinions
about when it first appeared. This article uses materials from various archives as
well as results of many years of field investigations conducted at home and abroad
to demonstrate the following: First, during the Kangxi period (1662-1722) the civil
and military officials of Fujian and Taiwan headed by Shi Lang controlled a large
number of commodities and even foreign trade, which affected the commercial
development of Taiwan.

Secondly, after the official manors (guanzhuang) were confiscated in 1725 the
responsibility for local public works was transferred to the people, and merchants
gradually participated in the related contribution campaigns. However, it was not
until 1763, when Jiang Yunxuan became the prefect of Taiwan, that the merchants
who controlled the most important export commodities of Taiwan were prompted to
trade with north of Central China and first set up the Beijiao (Northern Jiao).

Finally, in the fourth decade (1775-1784) of the Qianlong reign, along with the
development of land reclamation and paddy fields in central and northern Taiwan,

merchants who controlled the rice trade between Taiwan and Fujian, hitherto
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belonging to the Nanjiao (Southern Jiao), were differentiated into the Quanjiao
(centered on trade with Quanzhou) and Xiajiao (centered on trade with Xiamen). In
addition to merchants who gradually settled in Taiwan, most members of Quanjiao
were originally Jinjiang maritime merchants supported by the Shi Lang clan.
Moreover, before the 1780s Fucheng (present-day Tainan) was the only political,
economic, and cultural center in Taiwan, and Luermen was the only legal official
port. With the expansion of market and of the scale of trade, the jiao further split
into waijiao (outer jiao) and neijiao (inner jiao), and expanded into the important

port cities of Bengang and Yansuigang in the hinterland.

Keywords: Shi Lang, official manor, Taiwan ship, sugar ship, Jinjiang merchants
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