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The Organization of Taihoku Higher
School Alumni Association in Japan and
Its Activities from 1945 to 1972

Chi-ming Wang

Abstract

The Taihoku Higher School in Taipei, founded in 1922, mainly employed
Japanese faculty members and accepted Japanese students, with few Taiwanese
working or attending there. Since the first cohort graduated in 1928, the school
had produced more than 2000 Japanese graduates and 600 Taiwanese graduates by
1946. During the Japanese rule in Taiwan, a dosokai (i.e., student reunion clubs)
was established at the school and was run by alumni living in Taipei in order to help
other alumni visit the school.

After World War 11, as Japanese people in Taiwan were repatriated, Japanese
faculty members and students at the school were faced with problems concerning
reemployment and school transfer. Consequently, maintaining the dosokai became
difficult. Around 1950, small-scale reunions were hosted under the name of
shoyokai (Banana Leaves Association) by alumni in Japan and, despite challenges
in contacting former teachers and students, an alumnus contact list was created
by this association. In the 1960s, a president and main executive members were
selected by association members for the headquarters of the shoyokai, which began
to operate regularly and became a crucial symbol that united Japanese teachers and
students. The association regularly hosted New Year’s events and other meetings,
posting event information on newsletters published by the headquarters and its
Taiwan branch. In addition, association members jointly edited a book titled
Taihoku Higher School in 1970 to commemorate their school. The shoyokai not
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only assisted Japanese teachers and students in maintaining contact with each
other and expanding their personal connections, but also served as a medium for
Japanese and Taiwanese alumni to strengthen their relationship. This study explores
the historical background during which shoyokai was established and examines
the content of its activities. It thus provides an essential viewpoint regarding the
relations between Taiwan and Japan from 1945 to 1972, when Taiwan and Japan
severed diplomatic ties.

Keywords: Taihoku Higher School, Shoyokai, dosokai, Taiwan-Japan Relations
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