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Jia-hua Zhu, Si-nian Fu, and
Restoration of Peking University,
1944-1946

. . *
Jing-wei Yuan

Abstract

Peking University has experienced three successive Chinese regimes since its
founding in 1898, and has remained one of the most distinguished schools of higher
education in China. During the Second Sino-Japanese War, Peking University,
Tsinghua University and Nankai University retreated inland and jointly formed the
National Southwest United University, which was the most important university
in Nationalist government ruled area. The war changed the pattern of higher
education in China. After the war, the policy of Nationalist government led to a
reallocation of educational resources. This article outlines the complex process
of the return and reopening of Peking University after the war, focusing on the
cooperation between Jia-hua Zhu and Si-nian Fu, especially the assistance given by
Zhu’s status as a scholar politicians.

The government’s plan for higher education was in accordance with its effort
of national construction. The administration and faculty at Peking University
seized this opportunity to build the school into a world-class university. Zhu,
a former member of faculty at Peking University, now served as Minister
of Education and offered key assistance in funding and personnel to Fu, the
university’s acting president. By the time Peking University completed its re-
establishment, it had expanded from three to six colleges and was indeed becoming
a world-class university. However, due to certain considerations by Fu and others,
the newly established engineering college had only limited resources. In view of
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China's need for modernization, of which industrial development was an important
foundation, this was an unfortunate weakness. During this time Peking University
and Tsinghua University were competing for educational resources, but because
Zhu controlled governmental power, and also because professors at Tsinghua often
engaged in anti-government speech or activity, Peking University enjoyed an
obvious advantage.

Keywords: Jia-hua Zhu, Scholar Politicians, Peking University, Si-nian Fu,

Tsinghua University
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