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The Establishment and Abolition of the Peiping
Archive Office (1928-1935)

Shi-ju Chen*
Abstract

For more than two thousand years in Chinese history, the official archives have been
meticulously kept and catalogued by various specific governmental institutions, which each
subsequent dynastic change of power has resumed the duty to adhere to their keeping, yet many
of the archival materials were nonetheless destroyed or seriously damaged by numerous wars
following every tumult in a dynastic change of ruling regime. Since the founding of the
Republic of China in 1911, all the extant official archives have suffered uncountable losses
under a series of military changeovers until the Nationalist government finally ended this
Warlord Era and unified the country in 1928. In order to keep and catalogue the official archives
systematically, each ministry and department was asked to have its own archive offices or
organizations, which played a key role as the foundational institutions for modern Chinese
archives administration. Unfortunately, most of these have been dissolved due to lack of funds.

This essay will look into the Peiping Archive Office of the Ministry of Foreign A ffairs with
a view to disclosing how the archives of diplomatic affairs were taken over from the preceding
warlord government (1912-28) and catalogued for the use of the Nationalist government.
Besides [ want to investigate the relocation of the office from Peking to Luoyang when Northern
China was invaded by the Japanese in 1933. This history has been ignored yet it is significant
for a further comprehending of the contribution made by the staff members of the Peiping

Archive Office. It was them who had kept the archive safe after all.

Keywords: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, government agency records, preservation of

archives, Qi Da-peng, Wang Cheng-chuan
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