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An Examination of the ROC’s Nuclear 
Program Development (1964-1980) 

Hsiao-ting Lin

Abstract 

Drawing primarily on recently declassified U.S. archival materials, this 
article examines the Republic of China (ROC) government’s intention to develop 
its nuclear program in a wider historical context, as well as the evolving U.S. 
reactions towards this effort. Taiwan’s attempt to develop its own nuclear weapon 
technologies stemmed from the successful nuclear weapons test in October 1964 
by its deadly enemy, the People’s Republic of China (PRC). Throughout the 1960s, 
Israel was the major country rendering technical assistance to Taiwan’s nuclear 
(research) program. In addition to Israel, as this research unfolded, countries like 
West Germany, France, Belgium and Canada were also involved in this endeavor 
to a certain degree. Declassified U.S. archival materials further have revealed that, 
during the Kennedy and Johnson presidencies, the attitude of the U.S. government 
was somewhat caught  dithering between covertly supporting and lukewarm 
opposing Taiwan’s intention to develop its nuclear power, without being able to 
formulate a definite policy. From 1969 onwards, however, as a result of President 
Nixon’s determination diplomatically to open up the PRC, in addition to the 
severest ever challenge it then faced in keeping its representation in the United 
Nations, the already insecure ROC government in Taiwan was led to make 
attempts to speed up its possible nuclear weapons capability and position vis-à-vis 
a fast-changing and increasingly unfavorable international situation. To counter 
this desperation of the ROC the United States with its policy planners in 
Washington, while still earnestly seeking fully to normalize its relations with the 
PRC were quick in resolute response in their prevention of Taiwan to develop its 
nuclear program at any costs. As this research has demonstrated, during the latter 
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half of the 1970s, issues surrounding Taiwan’s nuclear weapons capability had 
became a serious source of conflict and frustration confronting the already 
vulnerable alliance between the ROC and the United States. 

Keywords: Chiang Kai-shek, Chiang Ching-kuo, Chun-Shan Institute of 
Science and Technology, Nuclear Test, Nuclear Weapons 
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