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The Establishment and Development of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry’s Soil

and Water Conservation Experimental Area
(1942-1946)

Chih-Cheng Lin*

Abstract

Early Republican years of China were plagued by so many internal wars
around the country that the political environment was in chaos. The Nationalist
government could not take care of forestry administration, which resulted in
natural disasters and economical losses. These caused forestry scholars to appeal
to the government to bring out active policy to check and improve China’s
environmental deterioration. For this purpose of enabling the government and the
people to work together, the Soil and Water Conservation Experimental Area in
Gansu was thus set up by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. However, in
carrying out their various assigned tasks, the staff were faced with tight budget
caused by warfare and lack of staff. Nevertheless, they carried out various
conservatory works on soil and water, such as the breeding of plants capable of
withstanding the desolate, famished land; the experiments on water conservation
in terraced fields; the projects of irrigative waterways in small areas; the planting
of trees along the waterways, the forestation of riversides, and the embankment of
rivers with willows planting, etc. Besides, they also cooperated with related
organizations within the government and foreign countries, in addition to holding
the training programs and seminars in conjunction with visiting foreign scholars so
as to promote the staff’s working capabilities and enthusiasm with significant
results.

This essay uses available historical data in the Institute of Modern History at

* Ph.D. program student, Department of History, National Chengchi University
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the Academia Sinica. It is expected that this case study will not only throw light on
the Soil and Water Conservation Experimental Area, but also serve as a window to
providing a research background of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry in its

contributions to China’s environmental protection.

Keywords: Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Soil and Water

Conservation, Huan-Guang Fu
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