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The Year 1925 of Hu Shih———The Fight
for Discursive Power and the Destiny of
Intellectuals in that Age

Ye-june Chao™

Abstract

1925 marked an important turning point in the history of politics and thoughts
in modern China. The “anti-Hu” incident of that year could surely be attributed to the
personal ideas and behaviors of Hu Shih himself, including his past cooperation with
the military of Peiyang Militarists and his attitude toward anti-imperialism movement.
But more importantly, it was because in the context of politicization and extremization
in both the academia and the society, people’s words and deeds were examined against
a series of binary oppositions such as imperialism vs. national independence, support of
the warlords vs. support of the revolution etc., which placed many including Hu Shih to
the opposite side of the revolution. Furthermore, considering his status in the discursive
field he had achieved since the New Culture Movement and his behaviors that ran
counter to the beliefs of both the Kuomintang and the CCP, it’s natural that when the
revolution forces began to seek a breakthrough point to gain the power of discourse,
Hu Shih would be attacked in every field, especially the field of politics, so as to
challenge his status in the intellectual circle. Eventually, the rivalry of thoughts was
dragged into the field of politics and the result was determined by the macro situation at
that time. In this process, with the general atmosphere of the age being “intolerant”, the
different destinies of intellectuals in the age were finally shaped accordingly.

Keywords: Hu Shih, Kuomintang, Discursive Power, Students Movement, Imperialism
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