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A Research on Chiang Kai-shek’s
Attitude and Measures towards the Fujian
Rebellion

Horng-Song Wang’

Abstract

On November 20", 1933, Chen Mingshu and Li Jishen, who gained
military support from the 19th Route Army led by Jiang Guangnai and Cai
Tingkai, allied themselves in Fujian with the Third Party, some literati from
Shenzhou Guoguangshe, and anti-Chiang forces in Kuomintang to break up
with Chiang Kai-shek and appeal to fight Japan. They founded The People's
Revolutionary Government of the Republic of China. This is known as the
Fujian Incident or the Fujian Rebellion.

This research drew reference mainly from the Chiang Kai-shek
Collections and was supplemented with the Memoirs of Chen Cheng: the
North Expedition and the National Unification in the hope of gaining better
understanding of Chiang Kai-shek’s attitude towards and measures against
the Fujian Incident. Before the occurrence of the Fujian Incident, many
people were sent by Chiang to persuade Chen Mingshu to cooperate with
the central government, but Chiang’s efforts for peace were in vain. After
the occurrence of the Fujian Incident, Chiang decided to respond with a
quick crackdown and dispatched armies from around the nation to attack
the 19th Route Army in Fujian. Because Fujian was mountainous and near
the sea, Chiang put high emphasis on the deployment of the air force, the
Marine Corps and the mountain artillery when attacking Fujian. Besides,
Chiang several times inspected the troops which were to fight against
Fujian and mobilized them mentally to strengthen their sense of friends or

foes.

" PhD. Student, Department of History, National Chung Cheng University
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The other key factor in the successful suppression of the Fujian
Rebellion lay on the attitude of Guangdong and Guangxi provinces. Chen
Jitang of Guangdong expressed his will to cooperate with the central
government and asked for financial support. But Guangxi didn’t support the
Fujian Rebellion. The central government quickly deployed a large army
and the Fujian Rebellion was completely suppressed in less than three
months. The 19th Route Army was thoroughly defeated. Chiang designated
Chen Yi as the new governor of Fujian Province, which meant that the
Nanking government formally took over the province of Fujian and that
Chen Jitang, who was in Guangdong, faced the challenge from the central

government directly.

Keywords: Chiang Kai-shek, the Guangdong Clique, the Guangxi
Clique, the Fujian Rebellion
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