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Tilapia in Taiwan, 1946-1980:
The Survival of Introduced Species

Yueh-shuen Hsueh *

Abstract

Tilapia, also known as Wu-guo Fish, was introduced into Taiwan in 1946. A
fast-growing tropical species, Tilapia did not become a valuable product in Taiwan
immediately. It went through a long process of culturing and adjustment before be-
ing widely accepted by the local population. This essay explores this immigrant’s
survival story in Taiwan, especially from 1946 to 1980.

To supply sufficient food to the populace and the military, the government be-
gan encouraging farming Tilapia in rice paddies in 1951. This policy appealed to
farmers and expanded the farming area for Tilapia. The limited size of Tilapia low-
ered its prices on the market, and it was not a popular product at that time. Through
non-stop hybridization, experts in Taiwan made cultured Tilapia bigger and strong-
er, and finally in 1968, cultured Tilapia became a true success. The new species was
named Fu-sou Fish, suggesting its beneficial effects — longevity and happiness — on
the consumers. As cultured Tilapia was more and more welcomed by the people,
farming it was increasingly profitable and the farming area expanded quickly from
the 1970s onward. People even exchanged farmland for fish ponds in order to breed
cultured Tilapia.

Tilapia survived successfully in Taiwan not only due to its ability to grow well in
ponds, but also to its appeal to people’s taste for fresh and cheap fish. In addition, this es-

say investigates the ecological impact of cultured Tilapia on Taiwan’s environment.

Keywords: Tilapia, Demonstration of Cultured Tilapia in Rice Paddies, Aquaculture

*
Researcher, Academia Historica
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