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Chiang Kai-shek and the 1971 Proposal of
China’s Representation in UN

Cheng-hua Wang~
Abstract

The issue of China’s Representation in the United Nations lasted 22 years—a
long period of struggle between the KMT and the Communists. Chiang Kai-shek
continually refused to let the Communists enter the United Nations and stated firmly
that if the Communists were admitted into the UN, the KMT would withdraw from
the Union. The USA once thought that “two Chinas” was the best solution in the
United Nations, but Chiang refused to accept the proposal on the basis that it would
lead to the question of “what makes a nation.” On the other hand, the Communists
also opposed to the idea and said that there was no space for negotiation. Thus, the
USA’s 1971 proposal of the “dual representation” finally forced Chiang to comply.
Due to the urge to normalize its relation with the communist China, , the USA
supported Communist China to enter the UN and as a result the Republic of China
was forced to withdraw from the UN.

In the 1971 fight to defend the Representation right, not only was Chiang’s wit
at its end, but also the diplomatic officials had done their best. There was nothing
they could do to revive the situation.

In addition to preface and conclusions, this paper had three sections: The first
section discusses the Republic of China’s preparation to leave the United Nations;
the second discusses the negotiation between the three parties on the issue of the
dual representation; and the final section explains how the seat in the United Nations
Security Council was lost and why John F. Kennedy broke his promise to the
Republic of China. This paper tries to explore the struggle Chiang had within himself
concerning the matter through a careful reading of his diary.

* Senior Researcher,Academia Historica.
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