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The Establishment of Taiwan Association for
Technology and Its Insular Investigations in the
Latter Period of Japanese Rule (1936-1940):
Focus on The Journal of Taiwan Association
for Technology

Lung-pao Tsai’
Abstract

As the Japanese Empire started the war in the 1930s, the trend of supporting
the nation in the field of technology boomed. In 1935, Japan set up the Association
of Technology to operate many kinds of businesses. In 1936 a similar kind of
organization was established in Taiwan —the Taiwan Association for Technology.
The association recruited technicians from industries, the government and the
academic community, making itself a great government-supported technician tank.
As a respond to the Empire’s expansion in East Asia, the Association soon expanded
its activities and was responsible for developing and directing technology in not only
Taiwan but also South China and the South Seas.

Focusing on the contribution of this Association within Taiwan, this paper
observes that the Association was good at recruiting technicians, responsive to the
needs of enterprises, of social groups or even of individuals, and was highly aware
of the needs of the social situations of the time. It was able to organize committees
for researches, investigations, to make suggestions to the authorities as well as
to publish their research results. In other words, its researches mostly focused on
developing industries, promoting efficiency, solving big social problems, finding
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resources, and most importantly, providing the authorities with information in
making policies during the wartime.

Keywords: Association of Technology in Taiwan, Wartime,
Technocrat, Technician, Colony, Research and

Investigation.
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