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The Impact of Amami “Henkan” and
Self-Identity of the Republic of China
in Early Cold War Period

Tien-hao Jen®

Abstract

Few countries today contest the sovereignty over the “Amami Gunto” as it
seems clear that the islands belong to the “Kagoshima Ken” of Japan. Neither
Taiwan nor China challenges this status in public. However, the islands had been
a territory of Ryukyu Kingdom until the conquest of Ryukyu by Japan’s Satsuma-
han in the 17" Century. This history made the sovereign status of Amami, and
even Ryukyu itself, a problem after the Second World War. China as the victorious
nation after the war made some claims to those islands, including the idea of
“Retrieving Ryukyu”. But that “China,” which was the Republic of China, became
much weakened in the early Cold War Period. This contributed to a change in the
attitude of the United States, leading to a change in the overall situation in East
Asia. As the Republic of China became a member of the “Democratic Bloc” in
East Asia it depended on the support of other members for its survival. Under such
gloom and helplessness circumstances ROC could not stop the “allies” around it in
making transactions on territories by themselves. The international power transition
in this period thus shaped ROC’s eventual position on the “Amami Gunto.” The
ROC position not only reflected the perception and identity of ROC after the
Second World War but also illustrated international politics in East Asia during the
early Cold War Period. The coinage of the term “Amami Henkan” itself, which
represented the attitude of Japan, became the first step of the sovereignty change

of Ryukyu. Investigating the process and internal factors of “Amami Henkan,”
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therefore, can be seen as an important case study of the power structure in East
Asia’s Cold War.

Keywords: Ryukyu/Okinawa, Amami, Diaoyutai Islands/Senkaku Shoto,

“Henkan”
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