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World Health Organization and the
Development of Nursing in Taiwan
During 1950s

Shu-ching Chang’

Abstract

In the 1950s, Taiwan’s political, social and economic development
was influenced by international organizations. The period was critical in the
development of healthcare system in Taiwan, not only because the system changed
from a German-Japanese model to an American model, but also because nursing
education was transformed from apprenticeship training in hospitals into a formal
education system. In 1948 the World Health Organization (WHO) was founded in
Geneva, Switzerland. Shortly afterward, from the early 1950s onwards, the nursing
profession in Taiwan underwent a significant development. The Western Pacific
Region of WHO sent nursing consultants to the Nursing School at National Taiwan
University to assist in teaching, and in organizing a meeting of the Western Pacific
Region of nursing education on the island. WHO also provided scholarships to
outstanding nurses and nurses with teaching interests or great potentials to pursue
nursing degrees abroad. When there was a shortage in the nursing faculty of
National Taiwan University, WHO consultants participated in teaching and helped
improve teaching skills of the existing faculty. Throughout the 1950s WHO also
paid attention to public health nursing in Taiwan. This article will begin with a brief
introduction of WHO history and its nursing work. It will then focus on three cases
- the nursing education conference in Taiwan, public health nursing, and nursing
education at National Taiwan University and its hospital - as examples of how
WHO’s nursing expertise and practice were brought to Taiwan. Under the influence

Associate Professor, Department of Medical Humanities and Social Sciences, Chang
Gung University; Associate Fellow, Linkou Chang Gung Memorial Hospital
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of WHO, Taiwan’s modern nursing profession was formed in the 1950s.

Keywords: nursing history, World Health Organization, flow of cross-border

knowledge, international aids
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Dr. T. Hsiang Wang

(Chairman) Director, Department of Health Administration, Ministry
of Interior

Dr. C. H. Yen

(Vice Chairman), Commissioner, Provincial Health Administration

Dr. Ross Cameron

Chief, Health Division MSA Mission to China

Mr. Peter Chang

Director, Information Department, Provincial Government
(concurrently Director of Foreign Affairs Office)

Dr. K. Y. Chen

Superintendent, Provincial Taipei Hospital

Dr. L. K. Chen

Surgeon General, Army Medical Service

Miss Stella Chen

Principal, School of Nursing, Taiwan University Hospital

Mr. Y. S. Ching

Head, School Inspection Division, Department of Education,
Provincial Government

Miss Mei-Yu Chow

Dean, Army Nursing School, National Defense Medical Center

Miss T. C. Hsia

Principal, Provincial School of Nursing and Midwifery, Taipei

Miss A. C. Hsu Head, Nursing Department, National Institute of Health

Dr S. C. Hsu Chief, Rural. Health Division, Joint Commission on Rural
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Dr. H. C. Li Chief, Medical Service, Chinese Air Force

Dr. J. Heng Liu Chairman, The Red Cross Society of China

Dr. C.T. Loo Acting Director, National Defense Medical Center

Mr. Henry T. Samson, Mission Chief, UNICEF

Mr. A. T. Sun Representative of the Ministry of Education

Mr. Y. S. Tao Commissioner, Police Department, Provincial Government

Dr. C. M. Tu Dean, College of Medicine, National Taiwan University

Dr. H. Y. Wei Superintendent, Taiwan University Hospital

Mr. Ping Wu Representative of the Foreign Affairs
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(1) Preplanning and coordinating committee.
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Country

Jean Barrett

Professor of Nursing Education
Syracuse University, New York
Nursing Education Consultant for
Seminar

U.S.A.

Chow Mei-yu

Professor and Dean of Nursing
Defense Medical Center Taipei

China (Taiwan)

Dorothy Hayes

Chairman of the Education Division
Director of Elementary Education
State University Teachers’ College
New Paltz, New York Educational
Director of the Seminar

U. S A.

Mary Harling

WHO nurse instructor Penang

Malaya

Elizabeth Hill

Nursing Adviser in the Western
Pacific Region of WHO

W. H. O.

Gertrude Hodgman

Director of the School of Nursing
Russell Sage College Troy, New York
Visiting Professor to Schools of
Nursing, Taipei

China (Taiwan)

Ragnhild Lund-
Jensen

Team leader in the WHO assisted
nursing education program Taipei

China (Taiwan)

Barbara Sumer

Principal of the Post Graduate
School of Nursing Wellington

New Zealand

TerttuTela

Team leader in the WHO-assisted
nursing education program Jesselton

North Borneo

AHARIR © Nursing Education Seminar, sponsored by WHO Western Pacific Regional, Taipei,
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Senior Tutor Sister

Rhoda K. Applebee Penang School of Nursing Malaya
Instructor and Secretary

Leonor Aragon College of Nursing University of the Philippines
Philippines
Matron, Methodist Mission Hospital

Dorothy Beale New Ireland New Guinea

Chung Hsin-hsin

Associate Director
Tainan Medical Personnel Training
Course

China (Taiwan)

Senior Sister Tutor

Nursing and Midwifery Taiwan

Patricia Church Royal Perth Hospital School of Nursing Australia
Nora C Tutor Sister, General Hospital Si
ora Lonway School of Nursing thgapore

Chief Nurse, Special Technical .

Margaret Denham and Economic Mission Vietnam Vietnam
Assistant Chief Nurse and
Principal of the Occidental. Negros e

Manuela V. Gonzales Provincial Hospital School of Nursing, Philippines
Bacolod City

Hsia Teh-chen Director, Provincial. School of China (Taiwan)

Head of the Nursing Department

Hospital School of Nursing Manila

Hsu Ali-chu National Institute of Health Ministry of China (Taiwan)
Interior

TjitskeKerkhof Matron of the Biak Hospital New Guinea

KwiHaing Lee Director, Seoul Nursing School Korea
Chief, Public Health Nursing

ChizukoNakamichi |Division, Institute of Public Health, Japan
Tokyo

Ong Poh Teen Sister Tutor, General Hospital Penang Malaya

Herminia Reyes Clinical Instructor, St. Luke s Philippines
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Vaterie Smith Sister Tutor, Maternal and Child Australia
Welfare Department Brisbane
Nursing Instructor, St. Luke’ s College

Shun Takahashi of Nursing and Red Cross Hospital Japan
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