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The Formulation of the Principle of Voluntary
Repatriation of POWs during the Korean War,
1950-1953

Hsiuhuan Chou”

Abstract

The formulation of the principle(s) of voluntary repatriation of POWs during
the Korean War arose from the fierce conflict of allegiance between anti- and pro-
communist POWs in June 1951. The U.S. Army Chief of Psychological Warfare,
Brigadier General Robert A. McClure proposed that the Chinese POWs be allowed
to go to Taiwan, which proposal caused a series of discussion among the top officials
in Washington D.C. After his consultation with various departments within the U.S.
government in the end of February 1952, President Harry S. Truman decided that
the final U.S. principle was not to force the POWs to go back to their own country
but to respect their free will and both the Department of State and the Department of
Defense were instructed to delegate General Ridgway to execute this principle during
the armistice talk.

To ensure this principle of voluntary repatriation, the UNC had stood firmly
by its position and never wavered from the beginning to the end. Not being one of
the belligerents in the Korean War, Foreign Minister of the R.O.C., Mr. Kungchao
Yeh, declared in February of 1952 that the government would welcome those anti-
communist POWs to come to Taiwan. In the Peace Talk Conference of April 1952,
the UNC affirmed the adoption of the principle of voluntary repatriation. In October
of that year, the talk was being postponed indefinitely and the main war zone moved
to the UN. In December of 1952, the UN passed the resolution 610(VII) to make sure
the strategy and policy of the Korean War and the fate of the POWs. To all this, the
Chinese communists had adopted an attitude of opposition from the very beginning

* Researcher, Academia Historica.
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to the end.

Not until its Leader Stalin passed away in March 1953, did Soviet Union
adopt a new peace policy, resulting in an improvement of the situation of POWs
negotiations ever since. This began with liaison officers of both sides at Panmunjom
exchanging the sick and wounded POWs, then followed by the signing of the POW
Pact in June of that year. Finally, the Chinese Communists officially recognized the
principle of voluntary repatriation and the Korean Armistice Agreement was signed
in July of 1953, thanks to the restraint and reluctance to broaden the scope of the war
by all belligerent parties, either democrat or communist. The principle of voluntary
repatriation of the POWs witnessed a new political asylum system being established
among the international societies.

Keywords: the principle of voluntary repatriation of POWs,
Harry S. Truman, George K. C. Yeh, anti-communist

POWs, the Korean Armistice Agreement.
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