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Hu Tsung-nan’s Reestablishment and
Development of Military System of Army
during the War of Resistance Against the

Japanese

Wei-tao Liu”

Abstract

Hu Tsung-nan was always a solid and firm military chief in the KMT, and the
most of his career developed during the War of Resistance Against the Japanese.
During the war, he was appointed by Chiang Kai-shek to go to Shensi, which was a
important military and strategy province, to bear the heavy burdens both of repulsing
the Japanese and fighting the CCP as well as stabilizing the Northern West of China.
All these tasks had to be accomplished with a great deal of armed force, resulting in
an great expansion of Hu’s military power. Hu thus emerged as a most influential
military chief in the KMT.

Hu managed to expand his army from just a legion when he first entered
Shensi, to being a leader of three legions, by means of establishing the First Army,
combining different armies and integrating kindred armies. The Whampoa Academy
and the First Army were crucially important in Hu’s army, from which most of those
in power in his army came, while it was initially hard to connect them to Shensi, due
to the lack of locals to be overcome through the reestablishment of army. Hu’s status
in the Northern West of China was undoubtedly significant. Trusted by Chiang, he
emerged from a low-rank official to be not merely a command-in-chief, but also a
favorite highest army officer in charge of the army affairs in the Northern West of
China. Hu also enlisted the men in Shensi to be soldiers, as it was the base of the
army there. On the other hand, Hu established the two organizations of the Seventh
Center Military Academy and the Forth Wartime Cadre Training School to offer

*  Ph.D Candidate,Department of History, National Chung Cheng University.
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basic officers for his army, making it no longer in short of military personnel. Hu
paid close attention to leaders, soldiers, and basic officers in an attempt to establish a
complete and formidable army.

Hu’s expansion of the army in order to defend China against the Japanese
from their further crossing of the Yellow River during the War of Resistance
against the Japanese made a major contribution to the stabilization of the Northern
West of China, in addition to building a blockade line against the CCP and the
reestablishment of the military force of the Whampoa Academy.

Keywords: Hu Tsung-nan, Chiang Kai-shek, Shensi, Military

reestablishment.
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