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Navigating Securities on Upper Yangtze and U.S.
Navy's Solutions ?1920-1925)

Chun-hao Ying*

Abstract

With the recurrent civil wars within Szechuan and Hupei, the navigating securities
on the upper Yangtze are gradually under great threats in the first half of the 1920s.
Unruly soldiers, rampant banditry, frequent military riots, and anti-foreign-steamer
movement make the fragile navigating securities more unstable and incur great damage
to foreign interests, properties and lives.

The U.S. Navy offers three solutions to deal with the navigating securities on
upper Yangtze: building new gunboats, placing armed guards on American steamers,
and cooperating with the Chinese troops. Firstly, solution of building new gunboats can
help the Yangtze Patrol Force essentially enhance its strength and effectively handle the
uncertainties. However, building new gunboats for using in China is not a simple issue
as it is involved in international politics and balance of power among the Powers, and
it takes a long time to build new gunboats. Therefore, this solution can not be achieved
in a short time. Secondly, placing armed guards on American steamers is easy for the
Navy, but few soldiers on board can not help the steamers getting rid of the firings from
the Chinese soldier or bandits. Especially, these guards are very friable while facing
heavy attacks from ashore. Thus, this solution sounds good but can not work, either.
Finally, the cooperation between the Chinese troops and the Yangtze Patrol Force is a
controversial issue because it may be contradictory to the U.S. government’ s policy to
China: keeping neutrally and never getting involved in Chinese internal affairs. That is
why American consul in Chunking strongly opposes to this cooperation.

To sum up, building new gunboats can not be obtained in a short time, and placing

*  Assistant Professor, Institute of Oceanic Culture, National Taiwan Ocean University.
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armed guards on American steamers and cooperating with the Chinese troops are
not workable actually. As the U.S. Navy’s three solutions can not really relieve the
challenges and threats on upper Yangtze, the navigation securities on upper Yangtze
becomes a nightmare for the American steamers and the Yangtze Patrol Force.

Keywords ¢ Yangtze Patrol Force of U. S. Navy, Navigating Securities on Upper
Yangtze, Junks and Steamers, Gunboat Diplomacy.
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1 “Admiral W. W. Phelps,” editorial from The China Press, November 7, 1923.
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2 Coled f 3B Py BRAHAL AL 28 B B 50 e I 5 PR A LB O 5 SR o SR B E SR Rl & -
THERFIRIRERE o B4 | - EEBIF BTN 2 2156 BB Py A SR Bla - DURESER A ~ (EEERITTE > 8
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#JF4% o A Bernard D. Cole, The United States Navy in China, 1925-1928 ( Auburn: Auburn University Ph.D.
Dissertation, 1978 ) , pp. 259-265.

3 Kemp Tolley, Yangtze Patrol: The U.S. Navy in China ( Annapolis: Naval Institute Press, 1971) . 3% J5HkHH
IFFEI 3 B > AN EIING B 28 B B A RV LIS BIEC R © Tolley AL [ R BREH VIR » — KOKHAT S
EXAEERHEARSE - 73121932 ~ 1937-1940 ~ 1941 © JuHZ1938-404F M 65 11 3 Bl R VLGB IRIREETE
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4 GroverEZEELIR (RVLAUMBEEL BRI - RHIRE AERILITRRENTE) ~ 88 (PN
Al ~ KBRAE] ~ FLAF] ~ RBREE RIS ) ~ LA (R0t~ S - R - fel&EsR (f
LA R 2 ~ HABIR S B MG ) S VYA 4 B2 2R ERSE1920-1941 47 [ EBIRG(E RV LR 8 IR
WFE © David H. Grover, American Merchant Ships on the Yangtze, 1920-1941 ( Westport: Praeger Publishers,
1992)
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WA 5 At KINE %  HBernard D. Cole, The United States Navy in China, 1925-1928, pp. 278-
291; Kemp Tolley, Yangtze Patrol: The U.S. Navy in China, pp. 81-127 ~ 177-212; David H. Grover, American
Merchant Ships on the Yangtze, 1920-1941, pp. 115-130 ~ 145-152.
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7 LIEERHEEBNGER 1922 FEEH L » L The Navy Department, Annual Reports of the Navy
Department for the Fiscal Year 1922 (Including Operations to November 15, 1922) ( Washington, D.C.:
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FBIEE A R B AR B B R S o [k R - 3RS THEE R EMENY) © & “Upper
Yangtze Trade,” The China Press, January 20, 1924; “Upper Yangtze Trade,” American Consul-General,
Shanghai to the Secretary of State, Washington, January 23, 1924, Department of State, Records of Department
of State Relating to the Internal Affairs of China, 1910-1929 (Washington, D.C.: The National Archives,
1960) (hereafter referred to as RIAC) , 893.811/614.

9  “Political Events in Szechuan Province,” from American Consulate, Chunking to the Secretary of State, June
1, 1920, RIAC, 893.00/3402. /% | {Ri€EBEGRAMMEN X2 > LEIFERZIEREREYETE (USS
Quiros) BEFiRYD - BBIAGENS (USS Wilmington) BEAEE - SHIFFEHE (USS Monocacy) BLjKi& i
5% (USS Palos) HIfFHE ~ HEEFHEXHE# - & “Gleaves C in C Asiatic to Opnav,” via USS South Dakota,
Medio Cavite, June 15, 1920, RIAC, 893.00/3369 ~ 3371.
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10 “Robert Dollar Company, Ichang to American Consul, Chunking,” May 21, 1920, RIAC, 893.00/3402.
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Minister, Peking to the Secretary of State,” October 4, 1921, RIAC, 893.00/4126.

12 The Navy Department, Annual Reports of the Navy Department for the Fiscal Year 1923 (Including Operations
to November 15, 1923)  ( Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1923) , pp. 14-16.
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No., 4 (April-June, 1920) , pp. 306-334.5341 » (K52 BB Z B & TRERAE1933FATER) (RyT5M
FEHREMEME - 5 LR ) o DRI SO 1L,1000 8 - HEM L8124 H ~ EER
246148 > HILHEMRE O EE BMEAT712288 - BEEREBEHEIA9AE « B (FEITHZE) -
FAFSEBEAT A SR RS E T R ZE B » R ¢ 26-46-111-04 ©

-132-



R ffefir T2 2= R B SE (B B frfg AN 2 38 (1920-1925)

H—EE » WEREEBEF - © AN R B RN & -
& B BEAERYL BRI — O EEM - DB EREE S gREE
B ETRS  EE AR

BRI  HE R EE ~ R (B K 2RISR -
AT LU 192 14Ef) 6 B EE Eyg s 50 (M. F. Perkins) #GEIBHERIH S
R —— o " SR  AEPE AL HBEE L 2B o RIDRES A
2 WA B R TR BLUS S MHRE - PR AR REL - EE O
NAEFE A A BV A2 RFR K - i Ao AAEFE LA B O B VR o [RIESE AR
RSN AAEFE A ar B e A 2 - R B AAETERIAT Bl B - BLie =T A
(LI BT - HILAZH R R (LY EE T RYD AR HEE T - #H24H
N EREM - BERBEG TR GEE NS - SRS S UEL -
{HE @5 SRR Ig H B IS Y - R A ZHF BB AR ZRGHE
BLRG B R - W RESCEHDL - SR MR EEE I - IR S AT
& (R HBURSAT) - BZEVTHSARIR o MEAE - TEE ) {2 TR
PE 1 A EEETT - B WRIBE R IR FEE A IR (L o ML ~ 8
RN E R T EER © SEATZAKE ~ EHE R~ RS M
A ReSIE AT Ry LR ok B 2R RET - A B REIMUT IS K it s ~ (HAKTE
BRI RYL B - WEE CRRES AR FE N 2 - BRI AAETE B - ML
Hh B AR B S RN PSR AN X T ~ WIS M P58 I A2 ~ tHEE KR

15 KERFEATEERE - KK (Robert Dollar) 192 1FE53EIRF » SR AL ~ 1Y) I[MIEGUEERGHS > B E
BUN FEIRARAERIL RIS — B SRR B R A SR N - B o KRR B
EHEHREHS - HEEANE » THERMNBE GRS G R EBE &) - &
Robert Dollar, Memoirs of Robert Dollar ( San Francisco: W. S. Van Cott & Co., 1921) , p. 79.
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HREH  LEIFEREINEREBEE BAE Raifiig) > & “The Vice Consul in Charge at Chungking

(Spiker) to the Secretary of State,” February 22, 1923, Department of State (United States) , Papers
Relating to the Foreign Relations of the United States, 1923 ( Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office,
1938) (hereafter referred to as FRUS ) , Vol. I, pp. 752-754.

17 Bernard D. Cole, The United States Navy in China, 1925-1928, p. 19.
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19  “The Consul in Charge at Shanghai (Perkins) to the Secretary of State,” January 28, 1921, FRUS,1921,
Vol. I, pp. 520-522.
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21  “The Minister in China (Crane) to the Secretary of State,” February 3, 1921, RIAC, 893.00/3804.
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AR ~ LPE LU R A RV T IO SR R ATE) o (R e 2R B CERAGE I > AR
TR LB RVL B T4 4 - ). “Protection of American Property and Life on the Upper Yangtze,”
from American Consulate General (J. C. Huston, Vice Consul in Charge) to American Charge d’ Affaires

(A.B. Ruddock) , June 22, 1921, RIAC, 893.00/3986.
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CHEAEER 1919 AT IRARTHT E 19355 o R Bt RGO LRI ATRIEE =R - QrkE
GBI GEIL) o H98 ©

24 5 E 1850 GG 38 B 5 AN E HI RS B o CRAVT - @A T e el T EEE
{E1 PEEFE o FIA1 - 192443 H P BIERAVE G2 S « T EEBIRRINMERR - HAE A2 kiE %
FEf L RESR (USS Huron) - 524 H 14 H BB ERIBHMAIRIE » 25 H 5 HHBAES L LifF---- 538
A MR > 2 BLRESR LR P sk - BRI R oY > HIE— R BB UL LI - HEE
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“U.S. Yangtze Patrol Suffers,” North China Daily Mail, December 4, 1922; “U.S. Yangtze Patrol Suffers,”

The Central China Post, December 12, 1922. F3ftmifR T CHIE A —1% - H A 8BS g S
BEIIRERE > B BPalosEEMonocacy 1M iR/ N AR - HBRNA T TREERE) o RSB EEERIA -
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CI#EmEE S - i “American Naval Patrol on the Yangtze River,” American Consulate General, Hankow to
the Secretary of the State, Washington, December 12, 1922, RIAC, 893.811/489. {FHkPu#H) #HE > i “The
U.S. Gunboats in China,” The North China Daily News, February 6, 1923.
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-135-



B s EREE T 25 20 M

PURAT 8 S5 18 /s © o 72 AR LRI 0 » A4 R 484598 22 1R K B 3,
FEEA 5 e EREREERARARE (EFE) F 5K
E B E R R o 2B B A ALRE o PR R B M ($iE
¥) REEERANEEEBAARRGER > LEEERLRAE
AJEA A -

— (FHERY —HFH (192352860 ) 7

(ERAL B WERARDY ~ BOG T & & 7B ~ 1 BE R S AR
THULT - SRS R A RAER L B pSrmg Bl 2 & - M JE 1 9H AR 3 A
AR R - R BRI TIMER ARG » MG B 58 [ hf e v B ok
e 2 DEREETHRE o E1920FCHIH » SEEIEE R LRI A o
fiti - 24 E B MR A - Frh AN D B R AT PHBE A P S Y - AT iz
AR GE » M AN TE A BT RV > e B K I S M R A T RS o
R A R—E] » RV KNI > *° RBHEMERZ AT BSR4
S AN BRI o HREAE VIR B GEHIHE T TR 40 >
1920412 F "B & Te 8 R » 58 [ nd Al Bk ] < (B0 ot I v S R s FH

27 CFEMRVGHD) A B8 BUBE M bR A U Hed - T EAE SR & S SOt Bz i > MR
BEEE AR T Wi R R BB BPE 25 o RBBEHET AR HEES © . “The U.S. Gunboats in China,”
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29  “From Cin C Asiatic to Opnav via USS Huron,” December 3, 1920, RIAC, 893.00/3642.
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FIFEHAR T IES L - . “Bandit Activities on Upper Yangtze,” from American Consulate, Chunking to the
Secretary of State, Washington, April 20, 1923, RIAC, 893.00/5015.

31 “U.S. Yangtze Patrol Suffers,” North China Daily Mail, December 4, 1922; “U.S. Yangtze Patrol Suffers,”
The Central China Post, December 12, 1922.
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Peking,” September 30, 1921, RIAC, 893.00/4126.

33 “The Secretary of the Navy (Denby) to the Secretary of State,” March 28, 1921, FRUS,1921, Vol. I, p.
523; Kemp Tolley, Yangtze Patrol: The U.S. Navy in China, pp. 84-86.
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35 Glenn F. Howell, Dennis L. Nobel, ed., Gunboats on the Yangtze: The Diary of Captain Glenn F. Howell of the
USS Palos, 1920-1921, pp. 62-66.

36 “Lieutenant Commander, U. S. S. Palos (Simpson) to Secretary of the Navy (Denby) ,” November
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Commander, Yangtze Patrol Force to Commanding Officer, U.S.S. Palos & Monocacy, February 13, 1923,
RIAC, 893.811/520.

37 “American Gunboats on the Yangtze,” North China Herald, February 23, 1924 o & T 5 /Y 54 i 5 8
P5 B T 1 19244 (AR IS A HI A » . “Memorandum by the Foreign Office respecting the Yangtze
River: Proposed Building of Two Gunboats for Protection of Shipping,” Ann Trotter ed., British Documents
on Foreign Affairs: Reports and Papers From the Foreign Office Confidential Print (Bethesda: University
Publications of America, 1994 ) , Part II, Series E, Asia, 1914-1939, Volume 28, China, June 1923- December
1924 (hereafter referred to as BDFA,1923-1924) | p. 215 °

38 AP EER L AR G A AL MM (Mare Island, California) HJ3EBIWGHE SRR - LG T /2 B0 Rt
ANE 5 o [ Glenn F. Howell, “Chunking to Ichang,” U.S. Naval Institute Proceedings, Vol. 64, No.9

(September 1938) , p. 1316.
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39 “American Minister, Peking to the Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.,” June 25, 1920, RIAC,
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Peking to the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, Ch’ enLu,” June 24, 1920, RIAC, 893.00/3540.

40  “The Minister in China (Crane) to the Secretary of State,” February 3, 1921, FRUS,1921, Vol. I, p. 522.

41  “The Secretary of State to the Secretary of the Navy (Denby) ,” March 28, 1921, FRUS,1921, Vol. I, pp.
522-523.

42 “The Secretary of the Navy (Denby) to the Secretary of State,” March 28, 1921, FRUS,1921, Vol. I, p.
523.
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at the Conference: A Report (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins Press, 1922) ; Foreign Rights and Interests in
China (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins Press, 1927) .

45 (FBEIEEER) 22 A Treaty between the United States of America, The British Empire, France,
Italy, and Japan, Limiting Naval Armament,” U. S. Naval War College, International Law Documents:
Conference on the Limitation of Armament with Notes and Index, 1921 (Washington, D.C.: Government
Printing Office, 1923) , pp. 291-327.

46 Ernest Andrade, Jr., “The Cruiser Controversy in Naval Limitations Negotiations, 1922-1936,” Military
Affairs, Vol. 48, No. 3, (Jul., 1984) , pp. 113-120.
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University Press, 1994) , p. 94.
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76 The Navy Department, Annual Reports of the Navy Department for the Fiscal Year 1924, pp. 6-7.
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67,No.7 (July, 1935) pp. 981-984; Bernard D. Cole, The United States Navy in China, 1925-1928, pp. 20-21,
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