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The Event of Qinhuangdao and the Entrance of
the Fengtian Clique into Shanhaiguan in 1918—
The Cooperation between the Anhui Clique and the
Fengtian Clique

Hui-fun Yeh™

Abstract

In 1917, after the incident of the Restoration of Puyi to the throne, Feng Guozhang
served as acting president, and Duan Qurui the premier of the state department of the
Beijing government. Feng was then the leader of the Zhili clique and Duan that of the
Anhui clique, and they had continually tried their best to expand their own territory and
power both overtly and covertly. This was especially obvious in terms of their policy
towards the Southwest turmoil.

Then because of the failure in the battlefield in the South, Duan was forced to
resign from the position of the premier. In order to save the Anhui clique, Xu Shuzheng
took advantage of the Tianjin Meeting of Military Commanders and decided to proceed
to the South by two routes. The pacifist Zhili clique did not like the idea, and the two
parties therefore started to conflict seriously. The Anhui clique requested the Fengtian
clique to join them to suppress the Zhili clique.

Beginning in February 1918, the armors looting by the Fengtian clique at
Qinhuangdao and the entrance of the Fengtian clique into Shanhaiguan took place one
after another. Feng’ s pacifistic policy was greatly threatened. Meanwhile, Duan started
organizing his own cabinet, and the Fengtian clique acquired a lot of arms and munitions
and started to engage themselves more actively in the politics of Beijing.

Both the cases of the armors looting by the Fengtian clique at Qinhuangdao and the
entrance of the Fengtian clique into Shanhaiguan had important military and political
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consequences; they also marked the beginning of the pugnacious strife among the three
Northern cliques. However, this issue has seldom been studied. This paper would like to
make use of the Yen Hsishan File and other materials to explore into the two events and
their impacts on the political and military situations of the time.

Keywords ¢ the Northern cliques, Zhang Zholin, Xu Shuzheng , the armors
looting by the Fengtian clique at Qinhuangdao , the Entrance of the
Fengtian clique into Shanhaiguan.
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