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Interaction Between Interior and Diplomacy: A Study
Based on Manchuria Plague, 1910-1911

Chun-ying wu”

Abstract

Interest in the study of Manchuria plague has revived in the past few years. Unlike
previous studies which have focused mainly on anti-plague measures, the purpose of
this study is to present evidence that the epidemic control is not only nation’s internal
politics but also the diplomatic issues by the outbreak of 1910 plague in Manchuria.
To control this serious epidemic was a real challenge to the administrative capacity of
Ch’ing government. If the Ch’ing Dynasty failed to control an acute and widespread
outbreak of epidemic, it may urge the United States, Japan and Russia to expand their
power competition for the benefit of Manchuria. The central government, Wai-wu-bu,
the ministry of foreign affairs and Hsi-liang, the governor of Manchuria, quickly had
strong senses of the threat to life and sovereignty. From this viewpoint, one may say
the reason why the Ch’ing Dynasty took western medicine to deal with the Manchurian
plague was the diplomatic pressure and to eliminate the threat to national sovereignty.

This paper suggests that the diplomatic pressure and sovereignty are tied closely
with the successful control of the spreading epidemics. Local and central government
made a concerted effort to show the capability of controlling the plague. It may give
rise to rethink the past explanation — the corrupt Ch’ing Dynasty was destined to
collapse —under the revolutionary perspective. It remains as a matter to be revaluated
achievements of innovations of the Late Ch’ing Dynasty.

Keywords ¢ infection control, sovereignty, pneumonic plague, Wu,Lien-te{f1 381,
Hsi-liang# |¥, International Plague Conference of 1911.
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