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Irrigation and State :
A Study on the Administration of Public Canal System
in Taoyuan during Japanese Colonial Period

Bao-yu Fu"

Abstract

As an important resource, canal system is vital to the development of agriculture in
Taiwan. Most of canals were built and maintained by local residents in Ch’ ing dynasty,
but later on became subject to Japanese colonial government. In Japanese period ,
the strategy of local control experienced a shift from cooperating with local elites to
administrative enforcement in baojia( f&H ) manipulated by police system, After then,
irrigation right was transferred from private ownership to state control.

With archives of Governor Palace of Taiwan as the main source, this essay, by
tracing the making and modification of irrigation rules, tries to explore the process
of setting of public canal corporation claimed by the government via the public canal
agreement. This paper is in order to highlight the way the colonial rule penetrating into
the Taiwanese society, as well as the relations between irrigation and state.

Keywords ¢ public canal system,public corporation,water rent,irrigation
union,traditional custom.

*  Lecturer,Center for Hakka Studies at National Central University.
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