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Chiang Kai-shek and the Admission of the
Mongolian People's Republic into the United
Nations in 1961

Cheng-hua Wang*

Abstract

In 1961 as the Mongolian People's Republic intended to enter into the United
Nations, the Republic of China tried very hard to stop it. The issue of whether to
veto or not at the U N Security Council not only became a hot issue within Taiwan
but also posed a tension to the relationship between Taiwan and the United States.
This incident complicated the status of the Republic of China in the U N; it also had
great impact on the leadership of the president of the United States, John F. Kennedy,
in Asia. As it turned out, the United States agreed that the Republic of China was the
only representative in the U N and the only legitimate government of China. This
incident remained an important landmark in the ROC’s diplomatic history.

This paper focuses on the role of Chiang Kai-shek in the incident, with
special reference to his standpoints and the USA’s reactions. Why did the original
policy change so drastically in the last stage? How did the government and KMT
interaction to make decisions? What role did Shen Chang-huan (the Foreign
Minister) and George K. C. Yeh (the Ambassador at USA) play? Why was Yeh
disposed in October 1961?

Besides preface and conclusion, this paper is divided into five sections: (1) the
beginning of the incident and diplomatic reactions then, (2) the visit of vice-
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President Chen Cheng to U S A., (3) the 16th U N General Assembly and the
diplomatic talks between the representatives of ROC and USA, (4) the secret
meetings between the leaders of the two nations and reaching agreement, (5) the
aftermath and the disposition of Yeh Kung-chao.

Keywords: Chiang Kai-shek, George K. C. Yeh, United Nations,

Chinese Representative, Outer Mongolia.
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