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The Disposition of Military Lands in Taiwan
after the War

Feng-chiao Ho

Abstract

During the Second World War, the Japanese government attempted to
make Taiwan an “unsinkable aircraft carrier” by building many military sites
and airports. After the War, the Republic of China took over the Taiwan and its
military sites and related facilities. It was estimated that the total area of military
lands recovered was 23,292.4529 chias (1 chia=0.97 hectares), including
7,948.9230 chias (7,771 pieces of land) for the army, 3,491.6251 (6,999 pieces)
for the navy, and 11,851.9048 (27,216 pieces) for the air forces. The lands for
building airports amounted to 5,801.5722 chias, with 4,664.5319 chias of the
lands appending to the airports, and the rest for camp sites.

As a matter of fact, not all of the military lands were governmental
property. Some were rented and even bought by force from civilians. These
military lands were not disposed by the Nationalist government immediately as
she was challenged by the Communist Party of China at that time. It was during
the 1960s when the situation of Taiwan became stabilized and its economy

flourished that the government was able to tackle with the matter.

* Senior Researcher, Academia Historica.
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This paper discusses several issues in great detail by looking into the
archives of the National Armies at the Ministry of Defense and the archives of

the Land Offices of Taiwan and many other governmental publications.

Keywords: Land Rights, the 375 Reducing Rents Policy, the
Leasing of Public Properties.
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