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A Study of the Chinese Mission in Japan:

The binary structure of the Relationship of China-
Japan and Taiwan-Japan in the Postwar Period

Tzu-chen Yang*

Abstract

The relationship of China-Japan was overlapped with that of Taiwan-Japan
in the early postwar period. The process of postwar decolonization of Taiwan
was deeply influenced by the Nationalist government’s policy toward Japan.
The Nationalist government’s dealing with Japan focused on demilitarization,
democratization and reparations settlement with the purposes of refraining Japanese
militarism’s revival, taking the reparations for reinforcing her national power and
finally sustaining a great power’s status.

The meaning of the Chinese Mission represented China’s new international
status with its taking part in occupying Japan as a victorious Allied member.
The head of the Chinese Mission joined the Allied Council for Japan as a state
representative. In essence, the Chinese Mission was a military delegation with a
diplomatic function. The main assignment of the Chinese Mission lied in negotiating
with the GHQ, protection of ethnic Chinese, acquisition of information and the
purchase of materials. But in fact, the Chinese Mission placed more emphasis on
the investigation and taking over the Japanese reparations. This reflected the real
intention of the Nationalist government toward Japan in postwar.

The Shibuya Incident not only exposed the problem of the change of Taiwanese
nationality in the transitional period but also reflected the gaps between the Chinese
Mission and Taiwanese residents in Japan. Although some members of the Chinese
Mission didn’t agree to a few Taiwanese’ behavior, they could not but try hard to
protect their interests as Chinese citizens.

*  Doctoral Program in International Political Economy, Graduate School of Humanities and Social

Sciences, University of Tsukuba.
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Actually, the newly acquired international status of the Nationalist government
did not correspond with its actual strength. As the American occupation policy
changed from refraining Japan’s militarism to help its economical recovery due
to the deteriorating situation of the civil war in China, the hope of Nationalist
government getting the reparations from Japan were frustrated. The internal disputes
and low morale in the Chinese Mission just reflected China’s chaos and decreasing
international status.

Keywords: Chinese Mission, Nationalist government, Japan,

decolonization, the Shibuya Incident.
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