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The Repatriation of Burma’s Ethnic Chinese
after the War (1945-1949)

Pei-ping Hsieh'
Abstract

When the Pacific War broke out in 1941, many ethnic Chinese living in the
Southeast Asia sought refuge in west and west-south part of China. In August
1945, the War ended and they wished to go back to their residences for earning
their living. In order to execute the rehabilitation, the Overseas Compatriot Affairs
Commission(OCAC) had begun to coordinate with other institutions during the war
to make a plan.

In the meantime, the United Nations also played an important role. In 1943,
the headquarters of the U.N. Relief and Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA)
was established, with many branch offices also set up at the nations concerned, and
began the task of rehabilitation. One of the missions of the UNRRA was to help the
dispersed refugees to return to their hometown. It was at this point that the OCAC
and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China cooperated with the UNRRA to help
the ethnic Chinese to return to their home in Burma.

This paper discusses the process of repatriation, how it was planned and
executed along with the help of the Great Britain and Burma and how it was
completed in 1949. When Burma was recovered from Japan in 1945, and
then Burma, China and the Great Britain started to negotiate on the matter of
rehabilitation. Specifically, the process of negotiation, the difficulties of returning
home, and international cooperation and other important issues were also discussed
in this paper.

Keywords: Burma, Overseas Chinese, Repatriation.

* Senior Researcher, Academia Historica.
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