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The Inhabitation and Identity of Ryukyuans
in Taiwan after WW 11

I-lin Ho

Abstract

After the world war II, some of the leaders of the Chinese government
acknowledged the geographical importance of the Ryukyu Islands. To
increase its diplomatic negotiation chip, the ROC government had secretly
provided economic aids to the Ryukyu Revolution League for its movement of
reunification with China. However, the Chinese government was in public to
emphasize the importance of self-determination for the people of the Ryukyu
Islands. Because this secret diplomatic policy toward the Ryukyu Islands was
mainly conducted in Taiwan, it directly affected the legal status and the life of
the Ryukyuans in Taiwan.

Since the ROC government retreated to Taiwan in 1949, its position
regarding the sovereignty of the Ryukyu Islands is that its status is undecided.
This kind of attitude reveals that the ROC was potentially to try to control its
neighboring territory. The ROC government implemented a control policy
toward the people-to-people and trade relations between Taiwan and Ryukyu.
This policy not only seriously hinders the interaction between Taiwan and
Ryukyu, but also increases the hardship of life of the Ryukyuans in Taiwan.
Rethinking the destiny of Taiwan and Ryukyu in the postwar era, they were
influenced by the international politics and the politicians’ manipulation.
Nowadays, we had to stand on the side of the Ryukyuan to look at the
problems and difficulties under their de-colonization movement - reunification,
autonomous, independence. Proper research also helps us to understand the
meaning of “demanding the true freedom and the liberation” by the Ryukyuans
in Taiwan.

Keywords: Ryukyuans in Taiwan, De-colonization,
Sovereignty, Identity, Cai Zhang.

Associate Professor, Graduate school of Taiwan Culture,National Taipei University of
Education.
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