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Smuggling in Ningpo during the Middle
Stage of the Sino-Japanese War,1939-1941

Sheng-huang Chien’

Abstract

Smuggling is a kind of illegal underground economic activity, and is strictly
prohibited by any countries. However, smuggling flourished and prevailed in the
war zones and border areas during the middle stage of Sino-Japanese War. Both the
Chinese government and the Japanese government caught the smugglers to prevent
the transportation of enemy goods. But on the other hand, both sides designedly
took part in smuggling in order to gain money and necessities for the long-lasting
war. Some profiteers such as corrupt officials, soldiers and merchants actively
engaged in smuggling and earned a great amount of money. This paper aims to
explore the reasons why Ningpo became an important smuggling port during
wartime(1939-1941), and the route, channels, patterns and goods of smuggling.

Keywords: the middle stage of the Sino-Japanese War,
smuggling, Ningpo.

Senior Researcher, Academia Historica.
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