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The Diplomatic Efforts of ROC’s Visiting
Group to Siam in 1936

Pei-ping Hsieh’

Abstract

Since the early years after the Republic of China was formally established,
China had many times requested the Siam government to sign a reciprocal treaty,
but Siam refused it by saying that it is not the right time yet. After revolution of
1932, new Siamese government started to sign treaty with the USA, the Great
Britain, and many other countries. The Chinese government tried to engage in a
treaty with Siam. But, Siam was still to keep cool the request from China.

In May 1935, a Siam visiting group to Japan came to China on their way
home, and after then the Chinese Ministry of Diplomacy organized a group to visit
Siam. The members of Chinese visiting group included 15 representatives of the
Ministry of Diplomacy, the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Practical Industries,
the Ministry of Education, the Overseas Compatriot Affairs Commission, KMT
Headquarters, the banking business and trading business. The visiting group left
Shanghai for Siam on May 26, 1936.

The group stayed a month in Siam, visiting some overseas Chinese and
some places, talking to Siamese ministers of Education, Economy, Diplomacy,
and Interior Ministry, touching upon such issues as education, commerce and
trade, signing contracts, setting up special agencies for business, immigration,
and fishing industry, etc.

The visit was a breakthrough in the diplomacy of both China and Siam. In
the past, both countries had to negotiate through the help of envoys in France,
Italy or Japan, or via the help of some special persons or overseas Chinese
leaders. This was the first time that both ministers met directly.

Keywords: Siam, the diplomacy between Siam and
China, Visiting Group.

Senior Researcher, Academia Historica.
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