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The Debut of State-Owned Enterprise:

The Transition of Taiwan’s Motor Car Industry
Under Japanese Rule

Lung-pao Tsai’

Abstract

Under the influence of Japanese domestic conception that railway is an
efficient available transportation vehicle, thus the surface transportation policy
of the Genral Governor of Taiwan continued to focus on the construction of
railways. In 1925, Syouno Dannroku acceded to the head of the Bureau of
Transportation, and the policy of railways was redirected to prefer improvement
to construction. Accordingly, the government-run railways transferred from
the creative and expansionary stages to the improvement stage. Syouno
Dannroku intended to wholly improve the railways to resolve the problems
resulting from the quick-spread policy. The project of Taiwan-belt railways
was thus temporarily suspended and replaced by the motor car to complete the
belt transportation. Facing the impact of motor transport, the transportation
authorities were actively engaged in the improvement of government-run
railways, as well as the joint running of internal and external transportation
of Taiwan. The plan of government-owned motor transport was put forward
in 1930. In 1933, the Motor Division was set up in charge of the project of
state-owned motor transport, and it benefited from the experience of Japan.
However, both the authorities in Taiwan and Japan executed a repressive policy
to push forward the plan; therefore, it caused the opposition of both places. In
terms of the selection of routes and the compensation methods in the project,
it showed that the Genral Governor of Taiwan executed more unfavored policy
to the Taiwanese private enterprise than Japan toward its private enterprise.
By looking into the motor transport’s nationalization process, we can conclude
that the governmental motor transport, managed by the Railway Office of the
Transportation Bureau of the Taiwanese Palace of Governor-General, was able
to conquer the difficult stage by enjoying the fruits of the private enterprise. The
private enterprise became the helpless prey when it suffered from the enforced
execution of the national policy.

Keywords: Japanese-ruled Period, Road, Transportation,
Motor Transport, State-Owned.

Assistant Professor, Department of History, National Taipei University.
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