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From Separation to Joint:
Development of the Joint College Entrance

Examination (1938-1940)

Mei-jung Kuan *

Abstract

Before 1938, there was no Joint College Entrance Examination in China.
Due to the non-uniform standards of college enrollment, some unqualified
students were still recruited, and the contemporaries criticized it. In 1932, the
report of Experts’ Investigation Group of International Culture Cooperation
Committee suggested that the central government should put the joint college
entrance examination into practice to ensure the quality of college enrollment.
However, limited by a variety of reasons, central government couldn’t adopt the
suggestion until 1938. There were four reasons in carrying out the policy. First,
a great number of the schools were moved to the southwest China during the
Second Sino-Japanese War. Second, students couldn’t join the college entrance
examination on account of disruption of transportation. Third, the central
government relatively controlled over the activities of the universities and

students. Last, because of advocacy by the authorities.

Keywords: College admissions, College Entrance
Examination, the Joint College Entrance
Examination, Higher education, the Second
Sino-Japanese War.

Subject Researcher, (History) of College Entrance Examination Center.
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