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From Xikou to Taipei:
Chiang Kai-shek's?Alternative during His
Resignation from the Presidency in 1949

Lin Tung-fa’
Abstract

Chiang Kai-shek resigned from his post as national leaders three times
during his lifetime. Every time he was forced to give up his post. Then he
came back to his hometown Xikou and made self-criticism about his failure.
He emphasized on a long-term preparation in order to fundamentally solve the
problem of revolution. And finally he regained his power as a national leader.
After his third resignation from the presidency in 1949, however, Chiang still
acted as director general of the Kuomintang Party. At Xikou he received guests
almost everyday and gave instructions to senior party cadres. Despite he quit
his post, Chiang still enjoyed real power as a national leader.

Though Chiang is concerned about national affairs at his hometown, he
highly valued his family life. He took trips at local areas and had lots of fun
with his families. He had amicable interactions with local people. Paying
close attention to the compilation of his family pedigree and reading books also
became the center of his life.

Li Zongren s negotiation with the Chinese Communist Party was doomed.
The People s Liberation Army decided to move across the Yangtze River. On
April 24, 1949, Chiang left for Shanghai. Then he went to Dinghai and Taiwan.
Before his resignation Chiang had already carried on military deployment
in Shanghai, Chongqing, Guangzhou, and Taiwan. Though Taiwan was not
Chiang’s sole alternative, it was the most important one. The Taiwan Strait
could be an effective defensive line for Taiwan. So Chiang had already moved
gold reserves and treasures at the National Palace Museum to Taiwan. He had
also assigned General Chen Cheng to be the governor of Taiwan. Chiang s
coming to Taiwan in 1949 was not so much with some reluctancy as of his own
most important choice.

Keywords : Chiang Kai-shek, Xikou, resignation from the
presidency, Chen Cheng.
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