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The Political and Soical Changes in Taiwan
during the period from the End of World War II to
the Takeover of Taiwan by China

Su, Yao-Tsung®

Abstract

The period between the end of World War II  (August 15, 1945) and
the takeover of Taiwan by Nationalist Government (October 25, 1945) is a
transitional period in which the Taiwanese were trying to adapt themselves to
a new era. However, many scholars have neglected the existence of that period
due to the happening of the 228 tragic incident in 1947, and have regarded this
period as 'a chaotic and political vacuum period.' Besides, the scholars have had
some misunderstanding toward the Taiwanese independence movement and
San-Min-Chui-Yi Youth corp. The purpose of this study intends to find out the
truth, to discover the economic situation, social order, and the aspiration of the
people in Taiwan during the period between the end of World War II and the
power transfer to Nationalist Government.

The conclusions are three fold: first, in the postwar period, the Taiwan
independence movement was initiated by Taiwaneses, not encouraged by the
Japanese. Second, there was no so-called "political vacuum period" because
the Japanese government was in power until the smooth power transfer to
Nationalist Government. Third, the so-called San-Min-Chui-Yi Youth corp. did
not play any role in keeping peace. On the contrary, it provoked hostility toward
the Japanese and caused social unrest.

Keywords : takeover , 228 incident, political vacuum period,
Taiwanese independence movement, San-Min-Chui-
Y1 Youth corp.
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