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T. V. Soong and the Solution of the Sian Incident

Liu Wei-Kai’

Abstract

In the morning of December 12, 1936, Chiang Kai-shek was held hostage
by Chang Hsueh-liang and Yang Hu-cheng in Sian. It is so-called the “Sian
Incident.” T. V. Soong, the elder brother of Madam Chiang, was one of critical
persons who helped conclude the incident peacefully.

One week after the incident broke out, T. V. Soong left Nanking and arrived
in Sian on December 20. For only one day he had got at the whole situation.
Then he returned to Nanking. On December 22 he flew again to Sian, together
with Madam Chiang, and began to negotiate with Chang Hsueh-liang, Yang
Hu-cheng and the Communist representative Chou En-lai. They reached an
agreement. On December 25 Chiang Kai-shek, Madam Chiang and T. V. Soong
left Sian. They arrived in Nanking on the following day.

There are numerous previous researches on the Sian Incident. Some of
them deal with the roles of Madam Chiang and T. V. Soong’s in peaceful
settlement. My paper probes deeply into the “Chiang Kai-shek Collection”
and the “T. V. Soong’s diary of the Sian Incident” and finds that T. V. Soong
contributed greatly to the solution of the Sian Incident. His personal role in the
negotiation should not be neglected.

Keywords: Sian Incident, T. V. Soong, Chiang Kai-shek, Chang
Hsueh-liang, Madame Chiang (Soong May-ling).
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