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Taiwanese Enterprise under Colonial Rule— The
Development of Tao-Kan Light Railway
Corporation during the Japanese Reign

Lung-pao Tsai
Abstract

In the beginning of the Japanese-ruled Period,the local transport policies of
Taiwan Governor’'s Office’s aim for more efficient management of old modes
of transport, such as rickshaw and wagon on the one hand, and promote new
modes of transport, such as private light railway and private railway on the
other. Taiwan Governor’s Office adopts a reward policy which gives rise to the
light railway construction boom in the 1990s. The local government surveys the
local distribution of freight, and picks out the lucrative routes; it subsidizes the
local gentries and provides them with rails and freight cars in order to stimulate
their investment. Tao-Kan light railway corporation is thereby established.

As to the personnel, the initial executive officers are composed mainly of
local renowned families since the Ching Dynasty. They are assimilated and
exalted by the Japanese colonizers for their participation in quelling the revolts
and re-establishing order. They play a crucial role both in public office and local
economies, education and culture, and charity organizations. These privileged
gentries are thus able to obtain not only railway management after the launch of
road construction, but also the government’s provision of rail; their construction
is facilitated with the manpower of the Bao-Jia and the lowly-rent land. Their
harmonious relationship with the government secures the later expansion.
Taiwan Governor’s Office fraternizes and assimilates the local elites; they are
further utilized for administrative purpose, and their capital is gathered for local
development. In other words, Taiwan Governor's Office’s local transport plan
interacts with its plan of assimilation.

Key words : Japanese-ruled Period, Light Railway, Company,
Elite, Colony

Ph.D., Department of History, National Taiwan Normal University
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