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Chen Cheng’s Participation and Influence
in the Planning of Recovering the Mainland

Hui-fen Yeh”

Abstract

After the Government of the Republic of China moved to Taiwan, President
Chiang Kai-shek focused on the mission of recovering Mainland China. However,
because of the disparity in military power across the Taiwan Straits, it is extremely
difficult to achieve this goal. In a complicated international situation, furthermore, a
military counterattack was complex and problematic. As the most senior assistant to
Chiang Kai-shek at the time, Chen Cheng was confronted with the task of helping
Chiang manage the government, stabilize political situation, and complete the mission
of recovering Mainland China. In the existing literature, almost all of the plans of
counterattack, including the first, second and third combat plans, the Light plan, the
Wauhan plan and the Guoguang plan, etc., are described as being prepared by a team
appointed by Chiang Kai-shek, which consisted of the Chief of Staff and other military
personnel. It seems difficult to see Chen Cheng’s involvement in this effort.

Nevertheless, in terms of the importance of Chen Cheng’s position in the
government, it is necessary to examine in detail whether he participated in the
planning, formulation, preparation, review and other related processes of Chiang Kai-
Shek’s counterattack plans. How much was the level of his participation? Which parts
or projects did he participate in? What effect did his participation have?

This article attempts to address these questions. In accordance with Chen Cheng’s
first term as Head of the Executive Yuan, his election to Vice Presidency, and his
second term as Head of the Executive Yuan, our discussion is divided into three stages:
implementing counterattacks, presiding over counter-attack supervision meetings,
Caoshan debates and war preparations. It is hoped that this study would help us obtain
a more comprehensive view of Chen’s influence on Chiang Kai-Shek’s planning
of recovering China, and at the same time shed light on the overall situation of the
counterattack plans against the Mainland after the government’s relocation to Taiwan.

Keywords: Counterattack cabinet, Yangmingshan Conference, Zhongxing Plan,
Guoguang Plan

* Senior Researcher, Academia Historica
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