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Peng Ming-min and Overseas Taiwan
Independence Movement (1964-1972)—
A Perspective from the Foreign Ministry’s
Archives

Yi-shen Chen*

Abstract

In the September 1964, Professor Peng Ming-min of National Taiwan
University and his students Hsieh Tzung-min and Wei Ting-chao jointly
drafted and printed a leaflet/handbill entitled “A Manifesto/Declaration of
Taiwan’s Self-salvation Movement”, in an attempt to deny the legitimacy of
the KMT rule in Taiwan. They were immediately caught and imprisoned before
copies of the leaflet were released at large. In April 1965 the Martial Court of
the Police Headquarters sentenced Hsieh to a ten-year imprisonment, while
Prof. Peng and Wei respectively received an eight-year incarceration. But
under international pressures, Chiang Kai-shek had to pardon Prof. Peng in
November 1965. Despite he was deterred from returning to his post at the
University, and faced with continuous surveillance by secret police, Prof. Peng
nevertheless managed to flee the country, and reached Sweden in early January
1970. Not long afterward, he was given an American visa in September, and
arrived at Michigan University in October, where he was to begin a life of
exile for more than twenty years.

There are six volumes of special archives on Prof. Peng, covering the
concerns from the United States, Canada and Europe on the 1964 political
event, the saving maneuvers by overseas Taiwanese’ organizations and their
propaganda, reports of representatives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on
Prof. Peng’s whereabouts and words. All these have unexpectedly provided us
with precious records (even to the subjects in the case). Though Prof. Peng had
not actually played the role of a “revolutionary leader”, his itinerant speeches
expounding the theory of undetermined status of Taiwan and the right of
self-determination of the people of Taiwan through analyses of international
law, political science and history was admittedly to have a considerable impact
on overseas Taiwan Independence Movement.

Key words : Peng Ming-min, Chiang Kai-shek, World United
Formosans For Independence (WUFI), The
theory of undetermined status of Taiwan, right
of self-determination
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