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The Publication Business in Taiwan during
the Postwar Years (1945-1949)

Sheng-chi Tsai*
Abstract

This paper is a sequel to my article “Taiwan’'s publications in the Postwar
Years 1945-1949” which appeared in the Volume 5 of Bulletin Academia
Historica. Instead of discussing the publications, this paper looks at the
business as a whole. At that time, the business of publication and sale was
not separated, and most of the books were published by private bookstores.
This paper also discusses the issue of the sale of imported books.

In order to adjust to the new political environment, the publication
business in Taiwan had to change their publishing and sales strategies. First,
Japanese books were removed and Chinese books took their place on the
shelves. Second, after the 228 Incident, many Japanese bookstores either
terminated their business or transferred the management to the hands of
Taiwanese people. Meanwhile, many publishing companies from mainland
China began to set up their branch offices on the island, bringing new life to
the business. But the major problem faced by all of them was a lack in books.
Selling used books became an important business then. It was in the 1950s
when reprints of old books were made possible that the lack in books was
gradually lessened.

Key words:History of publication, publications, publishing
business, bookstores
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