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Dr. Eric Wakin, Director-General Joseph Ma, and all distinguished speakers and
guests:

I am honored to attend today’s event and jointly announce the opening of the
Chiang Ching-kuo diaries in my capacity as the President of the Academia
Historica, Taiwan. I am especially pleased to see that all parties in the Chiang
diaries lawsuit have been willing to put away their preconceived ideas and reach
a consensus to open the diaries, allowing scholarly research to move forward.
This is no doubt a generous gift to academic communities of modern history.
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BRAMEANBRY » EALAEHRERBHE -

The Hoover Institution Archives is the hub for modern Chinese collections in the
world, and it is reputed for its professional archival management and pioneering
scholarly research. I first visited Hoover in July 1991 and spent five months
exploring Hoover’s rich East Asian collections to undertake my research on
Taiwan after WWII. The beautiful sunshine, fresh air, and beautiful campus here
prompted me to come back several times in the following decades. I benefited
intellectually from your archival treasures, such as the George Kerr papers and
the personal diaries of Wang Sheng and Chiang Kai-shek. Please let me take this
7



opportunity to express my heartfelt appreciation to the professional staff for the
great service I received at Hoover.
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The Academia Historica is affiliated under Taiwan’s Presidential Office. It is not
only a research body but also a rich repository of Nationalist Chinese historical
documents and post-1949 presidential papers. It is our mission to collect and
preserve materials, publish books, and host exhibitions and seminars. We have
the most advanced archival facilities and professional digitization programs
available. We routinely make historical papers available to the public. And an
annual budget from the government ensures the Academia Historica’s
sustainable management.
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In early 2004 the Taiwanese government passed a new law stipulating that
historical materials, including diaries, of current and former presidents and vice
presidents are national properties and should be transferred to the Academia
Historica. This is the reason why we are endeavoring to get the Chiang materials
back to Taiwan. So far, eight family members have transferred their rights to
Academic Historica, and I am deeply grateful to their decisions.
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In September 2013 Stanford filed an interpleader action in US federal court to
determine the ownership of the diaries, and Academia Historica became a
defendant. In April 2015, we filed forum non conveniens and suspended the
legal procedure in the United States. In November the same year, we filed a
separate lawsuit in Taipei, but the trial remains pending.

SH6R248 EABALOENEERER FELBENGIL B
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On June 24, 2019, Stanford appealed to US federal court, requesting the opening
of Chiang Ching-kuo diaries following the practice of Chiang Kai-shek diaries.
Soon after I took office of the president of the Academia Historica on July 10,
Hoover curator Hsiao-ting Lin reached out to me to discuss the issue. As a
historian, I fully understand the significance of the diaries to scholarly research.
Based on the value of academic and research freedom, I agreed to Hoover’s
making the Chiang Ching-kuo diaries available at Hoover as long as the decision
will not impact on the right of the Academia Historica to claim its ownership of
the Chiang materials.

SORBREEZHINAGBAR > AR RBERZRE MG —2] - RE5EE
MERFAERECBAAE BB & MAa R FIRIEH B 28 224 o

I'am deeply honored to be invited to attend this event and become an eyewitness
to this historical moment with you all. I wish you a Merry Christmas and happy

holiday season. Thank you!
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o September 12, 2019

=

o= Iric Wakin

. Dr. Yi-shen Chen

= President of the Academia Historica

— No. 2, Section 1, Changsha Street

ad Taipei, Taiwan, 100

o Dear Dr. Chen:

.

) Itis my honor to invite you to visit the Hoover Institution at Stanford University on

i December 17, 2019, to attend a special event announcing the opening of the diaries

of Chiang Ching-kuo, the former president of the Republic of China {Taiwan). As our

s special guest, you are cordially invited to give remarks on the significance of the

> diaries and/or any related issue at your choice. During your stay, we would be happy
- to reimburse for two nights of lodging. We also invite you to review copies of the

- Chiang Ching-kuo diaries for your scholarly interest.

| hope you will accept this invitation. | look forward to welcoming you here in mid-
December 2019.

Sincerely, and with respect,

Eric Wakin

HOOVYER INSTITUTION STANFORD UNIVERSITY

P34 Caalvez Mall Standord, CA R0305 - 0n
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The Hoover Institution Library & Archives invites you
to a seminar to discuss the life and legacy of
Chiang Ching-kuo

with a special focus on his time in post-1949 Taiwan.
Chiang Ching-kuo:
His Time and Legacy in Taiwan



Chair and Moderator:

Eric Wakin, Hoover Deputy Director and Director of Library and Archives
Special Guest Remarks:
Joseph Ma, Director-General, Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in San
Francisco
Yi-shen Chen, President, Academia Historica, Taiwan
Speakers:
Steven M. Goldstein, Harvard University
John F. Copper, Rhodes College
Thomas B. Gold, UC Berkeley
An original copy and selected color duplicates of Chiang’s personal diaries will
be displayed at the event.
Tuesday, December 17, 2019
12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
Stauffer Auditorium
Herbert Hoover Memorial Building

Lunch will be served



About the seminar:
In the three decades since his death, in 1988, Chiang Ching-kuo, former president
of the Republic of China (Taiwan), has been lauded by many Taiwanese politicians
and scholars for galvanizing political liberalization in Taiwan. He was revered during
his lifetime as a benevolent and humble man of the people who gave up power to
set Taiwan on an irreversible course toward vibrant democracy, for which the island
is now known internationally. On the other hand, in the minds of many who fought
for Taiwanese democracy, Chiang's seemingly gentle and pliable nature does not
negate his role in crushing dissent throughcut the period of martial law from the
1950s to the mid-1980s. The personal diaries of Chiang Ching-kuo, which will be
made available at the Hoover Archives in February 2020, offer a rare glimpse into
the inner world of a man who led Taiwan toward its emergence as one of the most
politically and economically vibrant entities in East Asia; oversaw the island’s
transition to democracy; and navigated it through an exceptionally challenging

period of the twentieth century.

Click here to RSVP
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