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While every election may entail a certain degree of foul play in the
form of mudslinging, false accusations, and vote buying, a far more
pressing matter is large-scale or systemic election fraud committed by
a ruling party in order to hold onto power. In November 1977, an
event known as the Zhongli Incident became the first popular protest
against election fraud, paving the way for future street
demonstrations in Taiwan.
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Images from the Zhongli Incident
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Satirical cartoon: “Take out the democracy guys and
then we’ll have the elections in good control.”
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Cartoon satirizing election fraud
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In the 1950s, candidates with no party affiliation started to challenge
the KMT in local elections. They sought to gain political power in two
ways: Standing in government-held elections and organizing
large-scale popular protests. Both ways invelved mobilizing
Taiwan-born people, instead of those who moved to Taiwan from
China after the Chinese Civil War. The Kaohsiung Incident was a major
clash between protestors and the police that took place on
December 10, 1979. The event escalated into a violent clash, the
biggest of such confrontations in Taiwan since the February 28
Incident in 1947.
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On March 18,1980, seven defendants charged in relation to the Kaohsiung
Incident were tried in a military court: (from left) Chang Chun-hung, Huang
Hsin-chieh, Chen Chu, Yao Chia-wen, Shih Ming-teh, Annette Lu, and Lin
Hung-hsuan.
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Elections in Taiwan: Past and Present
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Voting enables citizens to participate in politics and play a role in
shaping public policy. A fair, just, and transparent electoral system is
the cornerstone of a democracy. However, democracy and freedom
are not always guaranteed: Our predecessors had to fight long and
hard for the rights we enjoy today.

Taiwan saw its first election in 1935, a transfer of sovereignty in 1945
after the end of the Second World War, and the first transfer of
power from one party to another in 2000. In those seven decades of
political development we saw not just changes in the electoral
system but, mare important, a constant search for freedom and
democracy. This exhibition shows how elections in Taiwan were
transformed from mere window dressings into opportunities for the
people to determine their own future. It is also a sober reminder of
the fact that the ballot we hold in our hands today was earned with
enormous difficulty and at great cost, and that we must cast it wisely
50 as not to dishonor the efforts of those who struggled and bled for
itin the past.
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In 1935, the Office of the Governor-General of Taiwan enacted the
Reform Act for Local Autenomy in Taiwan, which allowed elections to
be held for certain seats on town, village, and city councils. As a
result, Taiwan held its first ever election on November 22 of that
year.
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A board game about the electoral process
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Poster reading, “Be united on the home
front. The second election.”
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After taking over Taiwan, the Republic of China (ROC) government
held elections in 1946 for councilors of different levels. Comparing to
the Japanese colonial government, the ROC government held
elections at more levels and granted broader suffrage: All male and
female residents aged 20 or older were eligible for the ballot once
they had taken an oath of citizenship. Direct elections were held for

all seats on city/county and township councils. Indirect elections
were held for provincial and national level representatives.
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Certificate of Citizenship issued in Dakeng
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Certificate of Suffrage issued in Hsinchu Area
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Under Martial law
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In December 1949, the Republic of China government relocated to
Taiwan, where, citing the civil war as justification, it enacted the
Temporary Provisions Effective During the Period of National
Mobilization for Suppression of the Communist Rebellion. Together
with martial law, the Temporary Provisions curtailed the functioning of
the constitutional system and distorted the presidential and
parliamentary electoral process, thereby establishing a de facto
one-party state where the KMT enjoyed long-standing dominance.
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December 28, 1952: President Chiang Kai-Shek casts his ballot to elect
members to the second city/county councils of Taiwan Province.
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Declaration of Martial Law




